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The road to iOS 7 

The latest iteration of the operating system from Apple is a step 
away from its previous design philosophy. We tell you what led to its 
creation. 
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The Basics 

So, you had a look at the flashy new iOS7? Find out if your device is 
supported and everything you need to know about upgrading (if you 
haven't already). 
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Whats new in iOS 7 

The UI has certainly gone through a major overhaul, but what are 
some of the important things you need to know in terms of features? 
Read on to find out. 
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Accomplish everyday tasks 

What if the first Device you bought was an iOS 7 device? Don't panic. 
Flere's an overview of tasks for first time iOS 7 users to get around the 
OS easily 
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Introduction 


M obile operating systems were previously something that no one 

paid much heed to. They existed, they did what you wanted 
and you didn’t care too much as long as your desires were ful- 
filled. These last few years have changed all of that. Our needs, 
our style of working - they’ve all changed and almost exclusively revolve 
around our mobile devices. The mobile OS is now our primary gateway to 
the world we want to experience and it has to evolve to support our needs. 

With the introduction of the iPhone, Apple was successful in effecting a 
shift in the way phones were used. This was largely due to the way the oper- 
ating system interacted with the underlying hardware - capacitive screen et 
al. Jump a few years ahead and you have iOS6 - an incremental release sure 
but somehow “behind-the-curve”. iOS7 on the other hand is a major step in 
the right direction. It may not be finished, it may even be a jarring change 
for some but without a doubt, this is the future of iOS and one that’s been a 
long time coming. This new direction is in its own way, quite exciting. It’s a 
direction that even Apple seems to be grappling with and while they’ve done 
a remarkably good job in redefining an OS that has been their signature for 
almost seven years, there are some flaws and some hurdles that they’re yet 
to overcome. 

Whether you love it or hate it, iOS7 is here to stay. It’s an OS that has finally 
embraced the modern era and has adapted to provide the functionality that 
one has come to expect from any OS. Just as Apple has adapted, so must we. 
This FT to iOS7 aims to do just that, a distilled introduction to the world of 
iOS7, everything that you would need to know to work with, and develop 
for, this new platform. Cl 
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THE ROAD TO 
iOS7 


The latest iteration of the operating 
system from Apple is a step away from 
its previous design. We tell you what led 
to its creation. 


T he history of Operating Systems is quite an extensive topic and as 
with any contentious topic there’s much scope for debate. Apple 
with its Apple Series of computers was one of the first few tech 
companies to bring the concept of a GUI out in the open, and in 
many ways redefined how a user could interact with a computing machine. 
An operating system in many ways does the same thing. It is basically a layer 
that establishes a connect between the user and a machine. In other words 
it is a collection of programs that facilitates user interaction, establishing an 
overlay and obscuring the ones and zeroes that are actually involved with 
the grunt work. iOS eventually played a major hand in propelling Apple 
to the forefront of the mobile space. 

While the concept of an operating system was made popular with the 
advent of the personal computer, operating systems for phones and other 
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portable devices is relatively a recent technology. In this chapter we will 
present a brief history of journey of the iOS operating system that now 
forms the crux of the iPhone and iPad. We will also provide a brief overview 
of Apple’s design culture and guiding philosophy that is instrumental in 
making iOS the way it is. What led to the development of the iOS 7 and 
why exactly was the update needed, is the fundamental question we will 
tackle in this feature. 

iOS was revealed to the world by Steve Jobs in 2007 in the historic iPhone 
keynote presentation. An interesting piece of trivia is that iOS wasn’t always 
known as iOS but instead started off as being called the iPhone OS, only 
changing to the shortened and simplistic “iOS” after the release of iOS 4 in 
2010. When the operating system first started out it was not so laden with 
features. In fact there were some glaring omissions - the most famous was 
copy-paste. Feature to feature comparisons to Symbian and Blackberry 
were often made in those days and it wasn’t guaranteed iOS would come 
out victorious each time. There was no support for third party applications, 
no multitasking features, and no options to customise home screen. Despite 
the obvious limitations, iOS did had some new and nifty features that paved 
the way for the development of iOS down the line. Apple popularised the 
concept of the capacitive touch screen and dared to be different. The capaci- 
tive touch screen elevated the user experience and enabled iOS to allow for 
some great features like pinch to zoom and inertial scrolling. Great touch 
screen response was the key during those days. Other innovations included 
the software keyboard, wide screen “iPod’ and the Springboard homescreen 
that is now an iOS constant. Apple also took a gamble when it hid the phone 

file system from the 
user establishing 
different layers of 
abstraction and 
disallowing users 
from performing 
simple tasks like 
making email 
attachments. 

While being a hotly 
debated topic, this 

c , i u 4 - 4 -u nu i u change in a smart- 

Steve Jobs atthe iPhone Launch & 

phone traditional fea- 



$ 
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ture made the iPhone vastly user friendly, specifically to those people who 
didn’t have any inclination to “tweak” their devices or muck around with 
system internals. It can safely be said that with the first version of iOS, 
Apple concentrated more on core UI and UX rather than specifications, 
and focused on themes like speed and directness. Apple demonstrated 
its capability to dish out regular updates by coming out with multiple 
upgrades for the iOS 1. 

With the iOS 2 Apple created the apps bandwagon and announced the 
formation of the now stocked The App Store. The formation of a dedicated 
apps store was radically different from how other companies managed 
apps in the way that it allowed for native and third party applications to 
be downloaded from an Apple store and not from a website. Though not 
completely developer friendly, Apple did make it easier for app developers to 
make applications for the iOS platform. The iOS SDK was introduced which 
provided for a set of tools for developers and that meant more applications 
and more and better functionality. Microsoft Exchange support was built 
in and an upgrade added some neat features to Google Maps. 

With Steve Jobs at the helm, Apple was widely regarded for it’s attention 

to detail and painstaking 
pursuit of perfection when 
it came to design. iOS3did 
not cause flutters in the 
tech world but instead con- 
centrated in perfecting the 
formula for an operating 
system. Apple added the 
spotlight search feature 
and finally included copy 
and paste! Apple also 
added the voice dialing and 
push notifications. iOS 3 
also took advantage of its 
already established iTunes platform to add support in that area. Parental 
control abilities also were way ahead of what competition was offering. 
Enhanced API’s improved the developer environment and massive feature 
additions ensured that iOS started inching ahead of BlackBerry and PalmOS 
on the feature front. 

Apple also demonstrated the robustness of iOS by making it compat- 

f/VnJcdiflit 



An example of Skeumorphism where phone books 
on digital systems are meant to look like physical 
phone books 
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ible for larger screens with its offering in the tablet category - iPad. The 
OS was redesigned for the tablet which meant that it was able to adapt to 
the higher resolution and bigger screens of the iPad and carry out a seam- 
less transition. There were some changes made in the UI to allow it to be 
perfectly suitable for a large screen. Some of the apps also received tweaks 
to handle this transition. iOS 3.2, which was the iPad compatible OS also 
began Apple’s journey to a design feature that become a staple in Apple’s 
System designs. It is known that Steve Jobs was a fan of the concept of 
skeumorphism which is essentially a design principle that incorporates a 
sense of realism to elements on screen. So a phone book will look like an 
actual phone book and the save button looks like a floppy drive because 
historically data was saved on one of those. While skeumorphism has its 
place and is quite an effective design concept, it was not loved universally. 
Apple retained this design feature in its future releases and it took quite an 
initiative from the design to team to finally kill it in the latest build - iOS 7. 
iOS 4 finally introduced the key element that denied iOS the title of a true 



performer - multitasking. This was the headline feature introduced in the 
iOS 4 and it granted the iPhone system protection from memory grabbing 
applications that run in the background. Though it differed from the tradi- 
tional definition of multitasking and did not allow user to run apps in the 
background even if they wanted to, Apple did build some neat multitasking 
features that were good enough to satisfy the ever increasing market for the 
iPhone. Along with multitasking abilities iOS 4 had some great new features 
like face time, spell check and app folder creation. Support was added for the 
high resolution retina display along with some email customisation options. 
iOS 4 ensured that Apple stood stiff in the competition with Android. Apple 
also introduced upgrades to iOS 4 to rectify the “fake” signal strength 
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display problem. 

In 2011 Apple 
released in what 
can be regarded 
as the most impor- 
tant and signifi- 
cant version of 
the iOS operating 
system. iOS 5 was 
a game changer 
of sorts and intro- 
duced a plethora 
of features that 
really upped the 
momentum for iOS 
capable devices. 
For starters iOS 5 
introduced Siri - 

Top row: The old visual theme. Bottom row: the redesigned visual a v °i ce controlled 
theme with transparency and flat icons assistant for the 

device. It allows the 

user to ask questions for searching and executing phone functions. Granted 
it wasn’t perfect and was found to be a hassle for quite a few users, but 
Siri as a concept was a significant start and had great potential. Apple also 
really upped the ante and came up with iCloud, a neat way to sync data and 
applications on the cloud. Apple also added a notifications centre similar 
to the one stocked in Android devices. The rich design and the no hassle 
user interface became Apple trademarks, along with skeumorphic design 
philosophies and the steely colour palette. 

iOS 6 made the news not for massive design overhauls or changes but 
for the decision to discontinue with Google Maps. The introduction turned 
out to be a flop and quite an embarrassment to Apple, a company that is 
known for perfection. The CEO Tim Cook even issued an apology for the 
Apple Maps faux pas. But apart from that, iOS did add some additional 
upgrades for its successful voice control feature Siri. Users now had voice 
access to a large number of features and that really improved the UX of the 
iOS operating System. Other notable additions included the notification 
centre, official Facebook integration, a passbook app for financial transac- 
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tions, and enhancements in the 
iCloud feature. 

So did the hugely suc- 
cessful iOS really need an 
update at this point? Well, 
maybe it did. With Android 
close on its heels Apple is 
under constant pressure to 
perform, innovate and differ- 
entiate. Nokia, who joined the 
smartphone bandwagon late 
and remained in a fairly dor- 
mant state with its Symbian 
environment gained a new 
lease on life with its Lumia 



The new flat look 


series. While in no immediate 
danger of losing its market 
share or set of loyalists, Apple 
needed some fresh changes to 
keep up with the massively 
dynamic industry. Just maybe 
Apple’s largely constant user 
interface needed an overhaul. 

A failure in the form of Apple’s maps utility on the iOS 6 led to the exit 
of iOS Design head Scott Forstall, bringing Apple’s successful industrial 
design wizard Jony Ive to the forefront. Ive’s was not a fan of Apple’s orna- 
mental design philosophy and Skeumorphic elements. It was considered 
as distracting and in conflict with the simplistic general tone of the design. 
So naturally when he was declared as the head of the design team analysts 
predicted that Apple will make a few design changes. It turned out that the 
iOS 7 was the biggest change in the history of Apple’s software releases. 

Visually, iOS 7 is quite an overhaul and is easily the most crisp, flat 
and minimalistic UI that Apple has come up with. With iOS 7, Apple has 
finally said goodbye to Skeumorphism that lent features like faux wood and 
felt on backgrounds and ruled lines for notepads etc. The new design also 
drifted away from the classic shading, gradients and shine that one would 
associate with previous version of the OS. Shadow effect too is no more pre- 
sent. Though this version is more flat it relies on layering and introduces a 
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certain amount of transparency to show 
applications and tasks running in the 
background. iOS 7 offers a neat effect 
to the visual design by using parallax 
effect to ensure that users can sense the 
depth of icons by changing the angle at 
which they are looking. Though some of 
these design elements seem more hype 
and less function. Read more about 
what we think in the “What we don’t 
like chapter”. 

Besides visual design changes Apple 
introduced an array of features that jus- 
tifies the claim of iOS being the biggest 

change in the iOS ecosystem. Control The Layering and parallax effect 
Centre feature was finally introduced 

that allows quicker access to certain commonly used features. The centre 
has the same visual theme that is the dominating theme of iOS 7. Multi- 
tasking is vastly enhanced and so is the interfacing and feature interaction. 
Airdrop is another headlining feature. Another feature that made waves 
is the TouchID feature security that enables the user to unlock a feature by 
using a thumb print scanner embedded in the unlock button. . 

Since the launch of iOS 7 there has been a divide in opinions which is 
understandable since it is the first time Apple has actually tried to experi- 
ment with design and interface. There are obvious comparisons being 
drawn between Palm OS, Windows Phone and Android. 

What the iOS 7 has done right though is that it has made a step in a new 
direction by moving away from the safe, tried and tested formula. Instead, 
led by Jony Ive, Apple has made the bold move to reconstruct the entire 
iOS experience. 

If we had to summarise we’d say iOS 7 is a mash up of all the core func- 
tionalities of the previous iOS bundled together with some neat added 
features and redesigned with a different visual overlay. TJ 
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THE BASICS 

So, you had a look at the flashy new 
iOS7? Find out if your device is 
supported and everything you need to 
know about upgrading (if you haven’t 
already). 

I f you don’t own a fairly recent apple device, you won’t be able to enjoy 
the new redesigned iOS 7 on it. In this chapter, we will discuss the 
details of supported devices, upgrading and features that you may 
not be able to use with certain devices. One of the main reasons why 
the iOS 7 upgrade is restricted to a select set of Apple devices is because 
it has a rich graphics intensive design that takes away processing power. 
Devices that support iOS 7: 

You can upgrade to iOS 7 if you own an iPhone 4 or higher (iPhone 4S 
, iPhone 5, iPhone 5c or iPhone 5s), an iPad 2 or later (iPad 3, iPad 4, iPad 
Mini) or a 5th generation iPod touch. 

Features of iOS 7: 

While the above mentioned devices can run iOS 7, they can’t make best use 
of it. Some features that are part of iOS 7 can’t work on some older devices. 
It’s important for users to know this before downloading the update; so, 
let’s have a look: 
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• Touch ID: Touch ID which is one of the main features of the new iPhone 
5S is supported by iOS 7, but all iPhones can’t make use of this feature 
because their hardware doesn’t have the fingerprint scanner. So this 
feature is exclusively limited to the iPhone 5S. 

• Slo-Mo & Burst Modes: The Slo-Mo video capture feature of iOS 7 can be 
utilised only by iPhone SS. The burst photo mode where user can pictures 
continuously also doesn’t work on any iPhone except 5S. 

• Auto Image Stabilization & Video 3x Zoom: Both these features work 
only on iPhone 5S 

• Siri: The new and improved Siri cannot be used by iPhones that are older 
than 4S. 

• Photo App Filters: iOS 7 has its own photo-app filters; but can run only 
on iPhone 4 or later, iPad 3 or later and iPod 5th generation. 

• FaceTime over cellular: Face-Time can now be used over cellular net- 
works. But, it works only on iPhone 4S or later, third-generation iPad or 
later, fifth-generation iPod touch. 

Now once you make sure that your device is compatible with iOS 7, you 

need to choose how you would want to upgrade your OS. You may consider 

backing up your device before you start the upgrade just to avoid losing 
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data if something untoward happens in the upgrade process. 

Backing Up your iPhone/iPad before Upgradation: 

Even though, there haven’t been many cases where users lost data 
when upgrading iOS versions, keeping a backup of all your important 
data is always a good idea. There are two ways in which you can take 
your backup: 

1. Via the iOS device: 

To take a backup from your iOS device itself, one would need an iCloud 
account and iCloud Backup option has to be enabled on your device. For 
that, go to Settings>iCloud>Storage & Backup, toggle the switch to “On” for 
iCloud Backup. Then tap on “Back up Now” to start the backup process. 
The backup process would start only when you are connected to a Wi-Fi 
network and not 3G. Once the Cloud Backup option is turned on, the device 
would start taking backup automatically whenever the device is connected 
to a power source, locked and is on a Wi-Fi network. 

By Default, Apple gives you 5.0 GB of total storage. You can buy more 
storage by clicking on “Buy more Storage” option in Settings > iCloud > 



The Storage & Backup settings menu 
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Storage & Backup. Upgrades for 10 GB (for ?1, 100/year), 20 GB (for ^2,200/ 
year) and 50GB (^5, 500/year) are available. 

iCloud Backup is the best choice if you want the backup to be periodic, 
if you want the backup to happen anywhere you are connected to wi-fi and 
if you don’t have a Mac/Pc or if you don’t want to connect to one. iCloud 
saves your data on the cloud storage of Apple and hence is more durable 
than storing on your computer. 

iCloud doesn’t backup anything that you didn’t purchase from the iTunes 
Store or the App Store. It may not be able to restore any previous purchases 
that are no longer in the iTunes or App Store or iBooks Store. 

2. Via the Computer: 

For this plug your device to your computer or use Wi-Fi sync option and 
open iTunes. If you don’t have the latest version of iTunes, a notification to 
download the latest will appear. It is advisable to have the latest version, 
but if you don’t need it, opt for the “Don’t Download” option. 

Click on the Devices button and select your device. Next, go to the 
“Backup” section in the bottom. Select “This Computer” option under 
“Automatically Backup” and then click on “Back Up Now”. This will start 
the backup on your computer which can be restored again after upgrada- 
tion of iOS version. 

For taking the backup through Wi-Fi, go to “Options” section and 
select the option “Sync with iPad over this Wi-Fi” and then “Apply”, 



iTunes Backup 
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to apply these settings. This will sync all the device data with your 
computer via iTunes. 

The folder in which all your backedup data is stored is dependent upon 
the computer’s operating system. In Mac computers, the backup is stored 
in Home/Library/Application Support/MobileSync/Backup/ 

For Windows PCs, the backup is stored in \Users\(username)\AppData\ 
Roaming\Apple Computer\MobileSync\Backup\ 

Syncing via iTunes will be a good option, if you don’t have an iCloud 
account or you have more data than what Apple gives in default. 

3. Taking a backup on both: 

For extra-level backup of your device data, you can store the data both on 
your computer and on iCloud continuously. When iCloud is switched on, 
it turns off the automatic syncing via iTunes; but you can go and manually 
sync your device data to your computer via iTunes. For this, go to your 
device on iTunes, go to the Backup Section and select “This computer” 
option and click on “Back Up Now” option in iTunes. Simultaneously, you 
can take backup on iCloud by tapping on “Back up now” option in Settings 
>iCloud > Storage & Backup. 

Upgrading your Device to iOS7: 

Alright, you finished backing up your data. Now, let’s get to the part where 
you upgrade to iOS7. Make sure your device is connected to charger so that 
the device does not run out of battery amid the upgrade. 

You can choose to either install through Wi-fi if you have access to a 
Wi-Fi network or choose to use iTunes for upgrading the OS. 

Upgrading on Wi-Fi 

Upgrading is reliable on Wi-Fi but the speed depends on how good your 
W-Fi connection is. Apple makes it easy for you to upgrade the OS by 
simply going into the Settings and choosing “Software Update” under the 
General tab. Any iOS device with iOS 5 or later, automatically checks for 
the required OS updates. 

This shows you the latest version of iOS 7 that you can upgrade to with 
some details and once you click on “Download and Install”, it asks you to 
agree to Terms and Conditions. Once you agree, the download starts. OS 
updates are usually delta updates, where you device remains functional 
while you download the update. After the download finishes, the device 
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Taking a backup from iTunes 


restarts and begins installing the OS. Soon, you get a fresh welcome screen 
ofiOSZ 

Install using iTunes 

If you wish to install using iTunes, just connect your device to your mac, 
open iTunes. Select your device and click on “Check for Updates” button 
in the Summary Section/Tab. It’ll show you the latest OS update and your 
present version. Click on “Update” to start the process. Once the update is 
downloaded and installed, the device will restart and you can see iOS7 up 
and running. 

Restoring your Backup after Upgradation 

So, you have finally upgraded to iOS 7; looks beautiful, doesn’t it? So, now 
you want your data back. 

Restoring from iCloud: 

If you are going through the “Setup Assistant”, choose “Restore from iCloud 
Backup” and login with your iCloud id and password. iCloud shows you 
three latest backups from the device you took the backup; choose the correct 
one and there you go, your data restoration starts! 

If you have already reached the Home screen, then go to Settings Gen- 
eral >Reset > Erase All Content and Settings. It’ll give you three options; 
out of which select the “Restore from iCloud Backup” one; type the correct 
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credentials and the restoration starts. 

During this process it’s better to 
keep your device connected to a power 
source. It’ll ask for your iCloud creden- 
tials multiple times and you can keep 
track of progress, you can go to Settings 
> iCloud >Storage & Backup where you 
will be able to check a progress bar. 

On the Home Screen, you will notice 
progress bars underneath all the apps 
that are being downloaded. If you want 
the restoration of apps to take place in a 
sequence of priority; you can tap on the 
app which has to be restored first. 

Restoring from your Computer 
through iTunes: 

Once you reach the Home screen of your device, connect it to your computer 
where your backup resides. Open iTunes, select your device in the Devices 
section and scroll down to the “Backups” section. Click on Restore Backup 
button to start the restoration. The progress bar on the top, let’s you keep 
track of how much of your data is restored. □ 
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WHATS NEW IN 
iOS7 


The UI has certainly gone through a 
major overhaul, but what are some of the 
important things you need to know in 
terms of features? Read on to find out. 


a lot of onlookers. Some iOS users were skeptical of the new changes, but 
most Apple fans took a leap of faith and installed the brand new OS almost 
immediately. For pessimists - use it for three days and in all likelihood you 
will fall in love with your Apple device all over again. The update manages to 
bring all the old and new features together in a simple yet beautiful manner. 
When you’re using your iDevice, it feels new, and yet you know how to go 
about doing most things. We know Apple likes to keep things minimalist, 
so what you’re looking for is probably just a swipe away. 

A fresh coat of paint has been given to Apple’s native apps. While the 
design update of the OS has come as a surprise to some people, there’s no 
new learning curve with the change. The core functioning of the system 



wesome” is the word we’re hearing the latest iOS 7 being 
most associated with. Well there’s also “pretty”, “silly” and 
“meh” but we’ll those aside for now. iOS 7 is of course is the 
most major iOS update yet and it seems to have attracted 
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still operates in the same way. 

It is new and familiar, all at the 
same time. However the new 
interface is “flat”- it loses all 
skeuomorphism seen across past 
versions of iOS. For instance, the 
iPhone wooden bookshelf in the 
Newsstand app, and other digital 
metaphors of real life objects to 
make people feel comfortable 
have been eliminated with iOS 
7. The new colour palette of the 
icons has also been associated 
with the artwork of a “6-year old 
with crayons”. 

iOS 7 brought new dimen- 
sions to iPad, iPhone and iPod 
Touch; it is also engineered to 
take advantage of the 64 bit chip 
architecture in the iPhone 5S. 

The brand new iPhone 5S with 
its new Touch ID sensor and the 
new iSight camera take its UI and 
camera features to a whole new level. 

With over 200 new features and counting (now that iOS 7.0.2 is here), 
iOS 7 is here to stay. It has a couple of nifty tricks up its sleeve, but the rest 
of them you’ll figure out on your own. Here are a few that we’ve come across. 
Most of them are consistent across all devices, with only minor deviations. 

1. Control Center 

For long now iOS users have wanted a shortcut for WiFi, Bluetooth and 
the like. Quite frankly they were plenty envious of the Android phones, 
with customisable shortcuts in the notification slide-down. With iOS 7, 
no more going to Settings every time you want to connect to the Internet. 
Apple finally paid heed to popular demand and came up with a Control 
Panel, or Control Center as it’s officially called. All you need to do is swipe 
up from your iPhone or iPad’s display, on Home Screen, while using an 
app or even in lock screen, and you can access a host of options. So now 
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you can turn on/off Airplane mode, WiFi, BlueTooth, Do Not Disturb or 
screen rotation. Additionally it gives you access to music player, volume 
controls and brightness control which could earlier be accessed by tapping 
twice the Home Button and swiping from left to right. It also holds the new 
torch feature, timer, calculator and camera. 

2. Notification Center 

Apple has revamped the Notification Center which is now called Today View. 
It is accessed by sliding down from the top of the display from Home screen, 
locked screen or any app. It tells you the date, temperature and a weather 
overview. It also gives a summary of your appointments and the next day’s 
schedule. You can swipe right on a notification to open the appropriate app, 
but if you just want to get rid of it, swipe up to hide it. 

You can customise the Today View by going to Settings > Notification 
Center and scroll down to the Today View tab. The options are limited at 
present, and we hope Apple expands it to give access to third party apps. 
However, you can turn off the unnecessary features by using the toggle 
switch provided. For example, not many people really need Stock updates. 
If so you can un-check it as keeping it up to date eats up a lot of battery. You 
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can also change the order of what appears in the Notifications window by 
tapping Edit, and then dragging the items into their required order. 

If you, like us, are vexed by the little red badges that appear on the 
app’s icon if you’ve got a new update or a new message, you’d be pleased to 
know that there is a way to turn these off. Although, you’d have to do that 
separately for each app. To turn off the badges, go to Settings > Notification 
Center and scroll down to find all the apps. Tap on any of them, and set or 
change the alert style for each of them. 

The one issue that might bother you is that the Notification Center is 
accessed even from the lock screen, and no one would want people snooping 
in on your messages and appointments even without your passcode. Luckily, 
Apple took care of that, and it is possible to restrict the Notification Center 
visibility from a locked screen. To do that, go to Settings > Notification 
Center and under Access on Lock Screen, and disable “Today View” and/ 
or “Notifications View” to put away the Notification Center from the lock 
screen entirely. 


3. AirDrop 

AirDrop is Apple’s new fea- 
ture for interfacing wire- 
lessly between iDevices. It 
was first introduced with 
Mac OS X 10.7 Lion, and 
has now made its way into 
the iOS 7 update for iPad, 
iPhone and iPod Touch. It 
comes in handy when you 
want to share a file with 
multiple devices. Since it 
uses a direct Wi-Fi connec- 
tion the devices need not be 
on the same network. 

You can set up Air- 
Drop to send files to Con- 
tacts Only or Everyone. 
If you’ve set it up for the 
former, the iCloud details 
of the friend you want to 
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share with should be in your contacts. Let’s say that now you want to share 
a photo with them. Go to Photos, open that picture and tap on Share, which 
is represented by an arrow coming out of a box. Then select AirDrop from 
amongst the other means of sharing. You can turn on AirDrop by going to 
the Control Center (swipe up on any Home screen), or you’ll be prompted 
to do so when you select to share via AirDrop. It will then show you a list 
of contacts nearby with AirDrop set up. Select the image and tap the icon 
for that friend. The intended recipient can Accept or Decline the request. 
When accepted, the photo will be added to their Photos library. 

AirDrop is only available for iPhone 5 & up, iPod Touch 5G, iPad mini, 
and iPad 4. 

4. Improved Siri 

Apple’s voice assistant can do a lot more now than just answer your silly 
questions with a vague reply. Amongst other stuff like pulling up info 
from Wikipedia, Twitter and controlling system settings, you can now 
change Siri’s gender. To do that go to Settings > General > Siri where you 
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can - disable Siri, change default language and enter your personal Info (by 
selecting your contact). A new option is the Voice Gender where you can 
choose from Male or Female. 

Siri can now read your mails and return your missed calls. Tell her to 
“Read my emails” and it will give you sender’s name, time and date sent, 
and the subject of each email in turn. It will then ask if you want it to read 
the email, just say “Yes”. It is also possible to turn on Wi-Fi, Bluetooth and 
other apps using voice commands like “Turn ON Wi-Fi”. You can even go 
deeper in the menu by commands like “Open Mail Settings”. 

Another problem we Indians usually face is when Siri does not pro- 
nounce our names properly. Well, fret no more! You can fix this by saying 
“Siri, that’s not how you pronounce this.” It will then ask you to say the name 
again and lets you choose amongst the possible pronunciations available. 

Siri now has a much better integration with Twitter. It will now answer 
questions like “What’s trending on Twitter?”. You can also ask what people 
are tweeting and search for hashtags too. Another thing to note here is that 
Siri’s default search engine is now Microsoft Bing. You can change that by 
telling it explicitly to search elsewhere, like “Search Google for iPhone 5S”. 

5. Photos 

With all other improvements, the biggest overhaul has been on the Camera 
Roll. Photos are now smartly grouped together on the basis of time and 
place where they were clicked. This makes sharing related pictures easier. 
Photos are now sorted into Years, Collections and Moments. When you open 
the Photos app, you’ll see all pictures (little thumbnails of every picture, 
amazing piece of art) sorted by the years they were taken in. Tap on a Year 
to show Collections of pictures, like your trip to the Shivalik for example. 
And in each Collection, see photos organised into Moments according 
to time and location. This sorting hierarchy is supposed to make finding 
photos much quicker. 

You can also edit your pictures in the new Photos app too. Open the 
photo and tap on Edit. You’ll then have options to rotate the image, crop, 
enhance, remove red-eye or add one of Apple’s eight new filters. Another 
good thing is that even if you’ve saved your edit, you can always revert back 
to the original image. 

Photo Stream uploads your pictures to iCloud as you take them. To turn 
on this feature, go to Settings > Photos & Camera and slide the My Photo 
Stream switch to green. With iCloud, you can share your favourite pic- 
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Teaching Siri a thing ortwo 

tures with your friends by setting up a shared stream. Tap on the Share 
button, and then the plus sign. Add the contacts you want to share your 
memories with. All your friends can then post comments, photos and 
videos to the shared stream and it will appear on all of your’s devices. 

6. Spotlight 

iOS’s universal search, Spotlight has a new location now. To search your 
iDevice, slide down from anywhere on the Home screen (except from 
the very top because that will show the notification centre). In earlier 
versions, Spotlight had it’s own screen to the left of the Home screen. 

It searches a your iPhone/iPad for applications, contacts, videos, 
mails, messages and even podcasts - pretty much everything. You can 
see or change the list of items that it searches by going to Settings > 
General > Spotlight Search. Searching almost anything on your device 
is a productivity booster, but it also uses a lot of processing power. The 
more data it has to search from, the more indexing it does. So if there 
are some options that you’d not search via Spotlight, uncheck the items 
you don’t need indexed. 
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7. Multitasking: Quit 
multiple apps 

Earlier you could list all apps 
running on your iOS device by 
double tapping the Home-button 
or sliding up using four fingers. 

Quitting them was a bit of a pain 
though: long pressing on them, 
and tapping on the small red 
dot over the wobbly icons. iOS 7 
has made the task only a swipe 
away. Just flick the superfluous 
app upwards. This will make 
sure you get the full power of 
your iOS when extra apps are 
not running in the background. 

What is even better is that you 
can quit multiple apps. Its only 
limited by the number of fingers 
you have to spare. 

8. Parallax effect 

So iOS 7 brings with it a three dimensional feel to your iDevice. Did you notice 
that yet? With every movement of your phone, the wallpaper behind the icons 
shifts and tilts. It has added layers to your screen, giving you a perception of 
depth. There’s also a change in the way you return to the Home screen, the 
apps and icons fly into their places. This was the brainchild of Apple’s design 
guru Jonathan Ive. 

Apparently, not many people happen to agree with Jonathan’s idea of pictur- 
esqueness. Some people have even been physically sick due to the transitions 
(which we still find hard to believe). If you’re also irked by this effect, you can 
reduce it, but can’t completely do away with it. Go to Settings > General > Acces- 
sibility > Reduce Motion, and turn it off by the toggle switch (which would then 
turn green). This would turn off the moving wallpapers and all other transitions 
that are causing you motion sickness. Another reason to turn it off would be to 
save your battery, because all these little things drink a lot of your phone’s juice. 

For most people, it has been a fun feature and you can choose your wallpaper 
by going to Settings > Wallpapers & Brightness. You can choose from your 
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Multitasking overhaul anyone? 


Camera roll or the set of wallpapers provided by Apple. But it might appear 
a little blurry for wallpapers not suitable for this. For best results, the correct 
resolutions are follows: 

iPad 2 and iPad mini: 1,424 x 1,424 
iPad 3 and iPad 4: 2,448 x 2,448 
iPhone 4S: 1,360 x 1,040 
iPhone 5: 1,536 x 1,040 

(Sadly, the iPhone 4 doesn’t support parallax wallpapers.) 

9. iTunes Radio 

Apple has introduced a free internet radio service, i.e iTunes Radio, with over 
250 stations including all genres of music with good sound quality. It’s sup- 
posed to be an intelligent app that learns about your taste in music. The more 
music you listen to and download, the more personalised your stations become. 
You’ll be able to skip tracks and customise stations according to your taste. 

It is, however, currently not available in India. But with a little effort you 
can get around that restriction. More on that later. 

10. Activation Lock 

The Find My iPhone feature in your iPhone, iPad or iPod Touch allows 
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Whoa! Turn down the animation or pass me the barf bag! 


you to locate lost devices by visiting www.iCloud.com. It allows you to make 
your device play a sound for 2 minutes, lock it with a passcode or display 
a message on the screen with your contact number. You can also remotely 
erase media and other data from your device and restore it to factory set- 
tings. Unfortunately, there’s a loophole in these security measures. The 
thief might turn off Find My iPhone and restore it to prevent you from 
using these features. 

iOS 7 brings a solution to this problem with a new feature called Activa- 
tion Lock. With this, turning off Find My iPhone and restoring the device 
requires your Apple ID and password. It will continue to display the custom 
message with your contact number even after the device is erased. 

11. Camera: Burst mode 

In iOS 7 you can shoot in burst mode, for situations when you want to 
get a perfect picture of a say baby or a cute little kitten who is constantly 
moving. The mode takes pictures in quick succession, so you can keep the 
best and delete the rest. Press and hold the volume up or down button to 
click consecutive shots. There’s a separate Burst mode available on the 
iPhone 5s, that takes 10 pictures in a second and saves the non blurry ones 
on your Camera roll. 
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Another feature in the Camera 
is the ability to take stills while 
shooting a video. When you start 
shooting the video, a white button 
will appear on the screen and you 
can tap it to take still photos. How- 
ever, this feature is only available for 
iPhone 5 and higher. Too demanding 
for lower models we suppose. 

The new Camera app has a 
square camera option and you can 
just swipe and switch between your 
four cameras - video, photo, square 
and panorama. And like before, you 
can zoom in and out using two fin- 
gers together. It has the ability to turn 
on or off HDR, switch between front- 
facing and rear-facing cameras, and 
turn on or off flash with the touch of 
a button. You must also notice that 
the app has become faster to open 
and use, something that we’re very 
happy about. 

12. FaceTime: Audio calls 

For those of you with unlimited internet access, FaceTime now supports 
voice calls! iOS 7 adds the option to make audio only calls. Open FaceTime, 
go to the desired contact and press the phone symbol next to the video 
camera symbol to make a FaceTime voice call. 

13. Safari improvements 

iOS 7 brought a major visual overhaul to almost everything including 
Safari. The web browser has become easier on the eyes with a couple of 
other changes. It has become less obtrusive - things stay hidden until you 
scroll to reveal them, giving more area of display for the content. 

Apple has introduced a unified smart search field in Safari. Tapping on 
the search field presents you with a list of your favorite websites. When you 
type in the unified search field, it shows you top hits and search results from 
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Google (or whatever is your default 
search engine). 

When you click on the Share icon, 
you get the option to share your web 
page via iMessage, Mail and your 
social accounts. From there, you can 
also Bookmark the page and Add to 
Reading List. And there is a new fea- 
ture: ‘Shared Links’. This pulls URLs 
from your Twitter timeline, and shows 
you what people have to say about them. 

The option for Private browsing 
is now right there on the bottom left 
corner, saving us a trip to Settings app 
to toggle. The Reading List, as the name 
suggests, shows you pages which you’ve 
saved to the reading list. 

You can now open upto 24 tabs at a 
time. To access or switch between them, 
tap the square icon in the bottom right corner of your screen. You’ll see 
a 3D “rolodex” view of the web pages; scroll up or down to see all the 
pages. You can reorder tabs by long pressing and moving to the desired 
position. To close any tab, tap on the cross on that page. To open any 
tab while surfing the web, long press on the link and select Open in the 
New Page option. 

Swiping backward or forwards takes you to previous and next pages in 
the browsing session. You can also change the search engine in Safari by 
going to Settings > Safari > Search Engine and 
choosing between Google, Yahoo and Bing. 

14. Compass: Spirit level 

Next time you decide to take carpentry in 
your hand, your iPhone will come in handy. It 
now has a hidden spirit level in the Compass 
app. To use it, open the Compass app, and 
swipe from right to left to access the second 
screen. Place your iPhone on the shelf, and if 
the inclination is correct, the screen will turn Measure inclinations 



The rolodex view for open tabs 
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green. Place it upright and you can measure the inclination or check for 
the perpendicularity of any surface such as a wall. 

15. Readability: Text Size and more 

If you’re having a hard time reading text on your iPhone, iOS 7 is here to fix 
it. Now you can set the text size according to your needs with an easy slider 
provided under the Settings > General > Text Size tab. This wouldn’t make 
every word on your screen bigger, but is supported by some of the apps now. 
More importantly, it will increase the font size of your Mails and Messages. 

If you’re having a hard time to adjust to the new look and want to make 
iOS more legible, you can go to Settings > General > Accessibility and make 
system text bold, change text size, or increase contrast (this will require a 
restart of your iPhone). There a toggle switch for turning on/off labels that 
creates a small circle on every toggle switch that is off, and a vertical bar on 
each one that is on. It’s just a little extra something, as the color of the switch, 
i.e green when on and greyish-white when off is sufficient to determine its 
state. You can also invert the colors to give your iPhone/iPad a retro feel. 

16. Block contacts 

Does someone have your number and 
you wish they can’t call you? Sure you 
do. Now open the contact of the annoying 
person, scroll down and tap Block This 
Caller the bottom of the screen. Or tap 
the “i” against the call log of that person, 
and on the Info screen scroll to the bottom 
and again, select Block this Caller. Block 
people to refuse incoming calls, messages 
and FaceTime calls. 

You can review your blocked-list at 
Settings > Phone > Blocked. You can also 
add people here, tap Add New and then 
select the contact of the person you don’t 
want to take calls from. If you change your 
mind later, you can always unblock people 
by pressing Edit and tapping the red circles in the blocked contacts’ list 
and selecting Unblock. 
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17. Cellular Data Usage 

It’s a task to keep a check on our cellular 
data usage every month. And we don’t 
want many useless apps hogging data. 
iOS 7 provides a neat way to restrict data 
hogs to Wi-Fi. Go to Settings > Cellular 
and scroll down to see the Cellular Data 
Usage. There you’ll find a breakdown of 
all the apps and their current data usage. 
If you want to cut back any app from using 
cellular data, you can simply toggle the 
switch provided next to it. Check System 
Services and their data usage on the 
next page. 
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Keep tabs on that expensive data 


18. Weather app 

All new weather app, wouldn’t only just 
give you the weather details of the day and 
the coming week, but it will now give you 
a the look and feel of the weather outside 
with subtle animations in your phone. 

When you open the app, it displays the 
location, weather type and temperature 
of today, and the forecast for the next five 
days. Tap once on the temperature and you 
can see other information like humidity, 
chances of rain, wind and what tempera- 
ture it feels like. Swipe from right to left 
on the area showing an overview of the 
day’s weather, and see how the weather 

will change throughout the day. Slide elsewhere on the screen to see 
other locations. 
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Good day to venture outdoors? 


19. App Store: Near Me 

A new tab has appeared in the App Store called Near Me. Yes it sounds 
a little strange, but it comes in handy when you’re a visiting a new town 
and shows all the touristy apps for you. Basically, it lists the popular 
apps based on your current location. So when you go on a trip and 
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you want to know the local transportation and other city-guide apps 
for tourists, you must avail this feature. 
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20. Location Services 

Turn on Location Services to allow iOS 7 to 
access your location using GPS and Wi-Fi. 

It keeps an eye on your whereabouts to per- 
sonalise Notification Center and improve 
accuracy of Maps. You can turn on/off Loca- 
tion services for selected apps. To do that 
go to Settings > Privacy > Location Services, 
where you can toggle the feature on or off. 

Turn off Location Services when you’re low 
on battery. 

Another slick feature of iOS 7 is that it 
keeps your location history. You can view 

your most recently visited locations on a map by going to Settings > Privacy 
> Location Services > System Services > Frequent Locations (another feature 
specific to iPhone 5 and up). The blue circles show where you’ve been and 
when. You can clear the history from this page. If you think it’s creepy and 
you don’t like being watched, you can also turn it off from there. 
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Switch on location services 


21. Background App Refresh 

Another welcoming feature of iOS 7 is that 
it allows your apps to refresh their con- 
tent while running in the background. It 
is beneficial when you have to multitask. 
By default, all apps are set to refresh auto- 
matically, and end up draining a lot of juice 
from your phone or tab. You can turn it off 
selectively for some apps by going to Set- 
tings > General > Background App Refresh. 
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22. Update Apps automatically Fi naiiy background data flows! 

You don’t have to worry about updating your 

apps anymore, iOS 7 will do it for you. If you have multiple devices with the 
same apple id, it will also download apps purchased in one, on the rest of the 
devices. Now you wouldn’t be irked by the small red mark on the App Store 
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icon every time you see your iPhone/iPad 
and will be saved by the hassle of updating 
each app manually 

In order to turn this feature on, go to 
Settings > iTunes & App Store and under 
the Automatic Downloads tab select from 
Music, Apps, Books and also turn on 
the automatic downloads for updates. 

Although we’d suggest you use it over 
Wi-Fi, but if you have an unlimited data 
plan you can turn on the Use Cellular 
Data option as well. Another issue with 
it is that it drains your device’s battery, 

despite Apple claiming that it is designed to be ‘power-conscious’. So 
if you know that you’ll be without a charger for a long time, it’s best to 
disable this feature. 


JUrfOVlAlHt D0WW. hMP 

tJklSX 

m Updates 

Vi-jr-s cr^iTy cvv.vi ui! r mm 
Itctt i iLkta iCavl CiCfn 

UseCtilL^lF Od'.d 

Autoapdate. Get it? 


O 

CD 

CD 


23. Wish List 


We all have wish lists on imdb and 
flipkart of the things we want to watch 
or buy in future. It’s a good idea to pass 
those flipkart wish lists to your friends 
when your birthday is coming. 

With the same idea in mind, Apple 
has introduced Wish Lists for App 
Store and iTunes Store too. When 
you’re browsing through them, and 
there’s an app that you like or a song 
that you want to download later, you 
can click on the Share icon on the top 
and then tap on “Add to Wish List”. The 
review later. 








Save for payday 


song or app will be saved for 


24. Message Timestamp 

You must’ve noticed the absence of timestamp in iMessages now. In iOS 
6, you would have seen some timestamps if not for all the messages. 
Like we said before, if you don’t find something obvious and necessary, 
it’s probably just a swipe away (which is strange in itself but whatever). 
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Just swipe your finger from right to left, 
and you’ll see the timestamp for every 
message. Very necessary when you are 
not sure whether the dinner is tonight 
or already happened last night. 

25. Create events 

Another neat little trick that comes with 
iOS 7 is how you can create events and 
calendar entries based on text in an iMes- 
sage. If your friend invites you for dinner 
“at 8pm on Thursday”, you can click on 
the underlined date and time and add a 
calendar entry directly from there. 

This feature has been there in OS X for creating calendar entries based 
on text in email, or a web page. 

26. Delete messages 

Do you want to delete texts from your conversation? In iOS 6, you could 
just tap on Edit on the top right corner of the conversation screen, and it 
allowed you to select individual messages to delete, or clear all messages. 
One of our gripes is the change in this already simple process. Now, to delete 
any offending text press and hold it and select More. You can then choose 
to delete that message, or select the Delete All option which now appears at 
the top of the screen. You can’t delete messages from the recipient’s phone 
though. So drunk texts are still a problem. Are you listening Apple? 

27. Delete Emails 

Unlike iMessages, deleting emails has become a bit easier in iOS 7. Before 
you had to tap Edit, and click on those red circles to select emails and then 
press Trash to delete selected emails. With iOS 7 you can just swipe from 
right to left where you get the option to Trash or More. Select More and 
you get options to Reply, Forward, Mark as Unread, Flag, Move to Junk, 
or Move Message. 

28. Maps 

Maps has always been a problem area for Apple. iOS 7 adds a feature or 
two in it to assuage concerns though. Maps now goes full screen to give you 
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Create events from messages 


more display area. With the help of the ambient light sensor built in your 
iDevice, it will automatically switch on the night-mode after sunset or in 
dimly lit areas. This displays the map with a darker background in place of 
the traditional bright white, which is easy on the eyes and thus easier to read. 

Another new addition to Maps is that you can choose a default mode 
of travel. Go to Settings > Maps and select Walking or Driving under 
Preferred Directions. 


29. Mail 

iOS 7 is more gesture-driven than its predecessors. Swipe backwards, i.e 
from left to right, to move back one screen in apps such as Mail, Settings, 
Messages or Safari. This makes sense as there aren’t any ‘back’ buttons 
in Apple. 

Along with the support for gestures, the Mail app has been updated to 
incorporate a much required feature. The build up of notifications becomes 
an eyesore, and it was time they sorted it out. All emails in your Apple Mail 
can now be flagged, or marked as read/unread in a couple of simple steps. 
First, click on the Edit on the top right corner, and tap the Mark All button 
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that appears on the bottom left 
corner of the screen. A pop-up will 
then appear and you can choose to 
Flag/Unflag or Mark as Unread/ 

Read your emails. 

30. Sounds 

A regular update to the Sounds’ 
library is being made. Honestly, 
we all got bored with the classical 
ringtones and everyone using 
the same one. A host of new ring- 
tones, alarms and alerts have been 
added. And Apple claims that 
they’re so good, that you’ll miss 
calls and wouldn’t want to turn 
off alarms because “you’re busy 
dancing”. Why don’t you try these Email management just got easier 
out and tell us if they’re any good? 

Nettled family members or next 

door neighbours will add credibility to your story. 

31. AutoFill 

Safari’s AutoFill feature fills out your web forms for you using your Contact 
info and previous names and passwords. In iOS 7, it has been extended to 
remember account numbers and credit card details. Safari will automati- 
cally enter your details when you need to sign in or shop online. If you trust 
it, you can turn off these AutoFill options by going to Settings > Safari > 
Passwords & AutoFill. 

32. All Apps: One Folder 

Previous versions of iOS only allowed 16 apps in a folder. iOS 7, however, 
does not limit the number of apps that you can file away in a folder. No 
more Gamesl, Games2 clattered about on your Home screen and the need 
to remember where you put a specific app. iOS 7 organizes your apps in 
groups of 9, and you can swipe to move to the next page. Now you can truly 
organize your Home screen. 

In earlier versions of iOS, you couldn’t put Newsstand in a folder. This 
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would take up unwanted screen 
space for people who didn’t 
want to read magazines on their 
device. The idea behind it was that 
Newsstand was already a folder 
of items, i.e. magazines, periodi- 
cals, etc. Finally iOS 7 lets you put 
away Newsstand in a folder, and 
hide it from your view. This is also 
helpful for those who use this app, 
as it can now be placed in a more 
generic folder. 

33. Keyboard Shortcuts 

The keyboard in iOS 7 is designed 
on the basis of “what you see 
what you need”. When typing 
messages, the keyboard is pretty 
basic. It accommodates changes 
depending on the app’s function. 

If you’re using Mail, you’ll see 
an @ button displayed prominently near the spacebar. Earlier, you had to 
press 123 to get it. When using Twitter apps, @ and # both symbols appear 
- @ for usernames and # for hashtags. 

The death of the ‘.com’ button on the keyboard inside Safari came as 
a shock to us. Yes the omnibar, or the unified smart search field is a great 
add, but we still need the “.com” button. As it turns out, it’s not completely 
gone. Long press the Y key and slide your finger up to access ‘.com’, ‘.edu’, 
‘.org’, ‘.in’, ‘.co.in’, etc. 

If you need to type accented characters and other modifications of a 
character, long press to see a selection of accented characters to choose from. 
Tap and hold the ‘$’ sign to use other currency symbols. 

Punctuating sentences used to be a little tricky - you have to tap on 123 
every time for a semi-colon (;), apostrophe (’) or a slash (/), and then return to 
alphabets by tapping ABC. To save yourself from the hassle of switching back 
and forth between keyboards, you send your texts in the most incompre- 
hensible form, which are quite the recipient. Here’s a neat solution that will 
help you, and your friends to bear with your texts. Tap and hold the 123 key, 
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and without lifting your finger, 
slide to the required symbol or 
numbers, and then release. The 
required symbol will be added 
to your text, and the keyboard 
will automatically switch back 
to alphabets. 

Noticed how Whatsapp has 
made those little yellow faces 
indispensable to a conversa- 
tion? It’s almost impossible 
to explain some feelings with 
words, where just an emoticon 
will do the thing. You can now 
use these in your texts with 
the Apple’s Emoji keyboard. 

To incorporate these, go to 
Settings > General > Keyboard 
> Keyboards, tap on Add New 
Keyboard and scroll down to 
find Emoji and tap to add it. 

You’ll now see a small globe key in your keyboard, tapping on which will 
open the Emoji keyboard. It has a plethora of symbols from expressions 
and hand gestures to food items and automobiles, divided into categories. 
To go back to the normal keyboard, just tap the globe button again. 
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34. Changing theme 

There isn’t a separate option to change the theme of your device in iOS 7. 
Nonetheless, you can change the look and feel just by changing the back- 
ground. The lock screen and dial pad and the screen where you enter the 
passcode let the colors in the background show through. Try using a few 
different wallpapers, and notice the change. 

For those who find the icons too bright, can also try and set the darkest 
still background. We saw that it brings the colours down a notch. 

It’s funny how little tweaks can bring about a significant change in how 
you perceive and use stuff. iOS 7 has given your Apple devices a major 
facelift. Despite all the hue and cry, it has been widely accepted and it’s 
here to stay, El 
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ACCOMPLISH 

EVERYDAY 

TASKS 

An overview of tasks for first time iOS 7 
users to get around the OS easily. 

D on’t panic. Whether it’s the apprehension of getting used to a 
new interface or the excitement of learning the new features, this 
chapter will be your guide. We’ll look at how you can accomplish 
most of the everyday tasks within the iOS 7 interface and get 
the hang of the default apps that are already included. 

As we approach the iOS 7 user interface you’ll be comforted to know 
that the basic user interface conforms to the intuitive and natural flow that 
you may already be used to from other operating systems. We’ll walk you 
through the subtle and at times radical changes in the next few pages and 
it’ll be second nature to you in no time. Let’s begin! 

One of the newest features in the iOS 7 interface is the smarter Notifica- 
tions centre and completely new Control Centre. Both of these features make 
your control over the device and the accessibility to critical information to 
you from different apps a breeze. 
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Notifications Centre 

You can access the Notification 
Centre by swiping down from 
the top of the screen giving you 
a consolidated view of all noti- 
fications and alerts. The Centre 
lists all of your day’s alerts and 
events in one place across three 
sections at the top of the screen: 

Today, All and Missed. 

The Today option shows you 
the date, daily updated infor- 
mation (stock prices and the 
weather) as well as any sched- 
uled events from the calendar. 

It also mentions any events you 
may have for the next day at the 
very bottom. 

The All option displays any 
unseen messages, updates, 
emails etc. Any information 
that has been pushed to your 
device that you haven’t yet seen 
is mentioned here with a pre- 
view. The Missed option shows any update you have ignored for too long 
or missed calls or an appointment that you haven’t dismissed or cancelled. 

The way to customise notifications is through Settings - Notification 
Centre. Here you can select what sort of events and information you’d like 
to be notified about such as calendar information and stocks information. 

You can also select from a list of all the apps on your phone and 
decide how you would like them to alert you on the main screen. The 
basic options in any app are those of alert type: no alert, top screen 
sliding banner or centre screen alert. The first simply ignores the app’s 
notifications, the second only momentarily shows a banner on the top 
of the screen that you can slide down for full view or you can choose to 
just flick it away, and the third blocks a part of your screen demanding 
you to take action. Depending on the importance of the app informa- 
tion you can choose which notification you would prefer. Along with 
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which you can also set audio alert options and whether alerts appear 
on a locked screen. 

The Control Centre 

The Control Centre appears 
when you swipe upwards from 
the bottom of the screen. It allows 
you direct control over several 
key features of the device: Air- 
plane Mode, Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, 

Do Not Disturb, Screen Orien- 
tation - are all at the very top of 
the panel. With a single touch 
each of these options can be acti- 
vated and deactivated without 
the hassle of having to go to the 
settings menu. 

Below these options is the 
screen brightness slider that 
makes quick adjustments to the 
screen a swipe and a slide away. 

Critical when trying to save bat- 
tery life and shifting between 
differently backlit environments. 

Next in the panel is the mul- 
timedia shortcut which connects 
to you Music app by default but 
is applicable for most media apps on the device. You can Play, Pause, Skip 
and control the Volume of your audio media from anywhere on the device 
by going to the control centre. 

AirDrop is the next quick option which may or may not be present on 
your iPhone depending on various factors. Touching the AirDrop feature 
allows you to activate or deactivate it and set up your visibility for Contacts 
or Everyone. Using AirDrop other iOS 7 users can send you files via Wi-Fi 
and Bluetooth connections. You will notice than when AirDrop is activated 
your Wi-Fi and Bluetooth icons in the Control Centre also light up. 

The last of the features in the Control Centre are at the very bottom: 
Flashlight, Timer, Calculator and Camera. The Flashlight option converts 
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your LED flash into a flashlight for those dark scary rooms. The Timer 
option sends you to the Clock app and opens the timer setting. The Calcu- 
lator app opens up with the next option in case you need to add or multiply 
something really fast. The Camera app opens with the last option and you’re 
set to click away. 

The Control Centre converges the most often used features and settings in 
one place making it a lifesaving and time saving option for the smartphone. 

Parallax View 

Relax. This has nothing to do Green Lantern or worse - Ryan Reynolds. The 
Parallax view option is a cool but inevitably unimportant component of the 
iOS 7 user interface. The OS uses the various sensors in the phone to project 
a pseudo-3D image in wallpapers and interface animations. Some people 
may find the view a bit uncomfortable to their eyes and stomachs. It’s easy 
enough to switch off with a quick jump to Settings - General - Accessibility 
and turn off the Motion options. 

Making Calls 

It’s called a phone for a reason. The iPhone’s iOS comes with a host of new 
and revamped features but the fundamentals remain pretty much the same. 

Phone App 

The phone app on the iPhone rests in the bottom left corner. A touch pops 
it up to your screen and presents you with the Recent calls list by default. 
The top of the screen presents two adjacent tabs in the centre - “all” and 
“missed”. Switching between these gives you a list of all calls made and 
received, or just the missed calls respectively. To the right of these options 
is the “Edit” option which once touched changes the appearance of the list. 
Firstly to the top left appears “Clear” that if touched can be used to clear 
all recent contacts. Don’t worry, it double checks with you before actually 
clearing the list. The second change is the appearance of red stop signs to 
the left of every call made. Touching these icons will allow you to selectively 
and individually delete calls made from the complete list. All deletions 
occur through confirmation so you’re saved from touchscreen accidents. 
At any time you can touch “Done” on the top right and revert to the normal 
phone app screen. 

At the bottom of the phone app screen are five icons, from left to right they 
are: Favourites, Recent, Contacts, Keypad and Voicemail. Touching any of 
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these brings up their respective 
features and screens. 

Favourites: You can select 
individual contacts and assign 
them the favourite status so you 
have a short cut list for those fre- 
quently called persons’ in your 
life. This feature is also helpful 
when you start using the Do 
Not Disturb mode and you can 
quickly block access from all 
contacts except the ones in your 
favourite list. 

Recent: As we covered ear- 
lier, this section presents the 
list of your most recently made, 
received or missed calls. Inter- 
estingly enough the number of 
recent calls that are displayed is 
77. Touching any of these calls 
immediately begins dialling 
them. The list of calls also tells 
you the contact’s name (if it’s a 

saved contact) or else their contact number. Missed calls appear in red and 
those calls made by you have a tiny icon of a phone receiver to the left of 
the contact. To the right of each name or number is the time of the call and 
an information icon (small case letter i in a circle) that when touched gives 
you all the details of that call. 

Contacts: This section of the app is your quick access phonebook. Sorted 
in alphabetical order it lists all your contact in one place. You can either use 
the search bar at the top of the screen to look for a contact or sift through the 
alphabet index that is to the right vertical edge of the screen. We recommend 
the search. Conveniently your own number is listed at the top of the contacts 
list under “My Number”. Nifty. Adding a new contact is simple. Just touch 
the plus sign at the top right and fill in all the usual details along with your 
custom choice of ringtone, text tone and custom vibration alerts. You can 
even make your own vibrations to go along with different contacts. You can 
also change your contacts list by source. On the top left of the screen here 
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is the Groups option which once 
touched allows you to custom 
select your contacts list. It can 
be anything from your iCould’s 
contact list to your Facebook 
contacts list, depending on the 
different apps you use on your 
device. 

Keyboard: The cleanest and 
least cluttered part of your Phone 
app. This screen presents you 
with your usual dial pad and 
a big Call button at the bottom 
of the screen. Just punch away 
the number you eidetic genius 
and you’re good to go on a call. 

If the number you are dialling is 
already saved in your contacts 
then the name will appear under 
the number you’ve dialled. In 
case of any errors or corrections 
a backspace button appears to 
the right of the dialled number 
that can be touched to erase the digits. You can also save a dialled number 
by touching the “Add to Contacts” option that appears under the number 
you are dialling. When touched it asks you if you’d like to make a new 
contact or save the number to an already existing contact. Presto! That’s it. 

Voicemail: If you have a voicemail service through your service pro- 
vider then this is where all your voicemail settings and calls will be found. 

Messaging 

The iPhone has two main forms of messaging - SMS or iMessage. The 
former is the same short messaging service that has been around since the 
beginning and the latter is Apple’s cross-platform chatting that uses your 
email ID and data plan to send and receive messages with other Apple 
users. It only works with other Apple products (Mac OS devices or iOS 
devices like iPod touch). 

SMS/MMS: The iOS 7 messaging app hasn’t changed radically since 
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its last avatar. To write a new mes- 
sage simply touch the pen and 
note icon in the top right. You can 
add a saved contact by touching 
the plus sign that’s to the right 
of the number’s field or you can 
manually enter the number using 
the iOS keyboard. If you choose a 
saved contact the screen switches 
you to the last saved SMS con- 
versation from your messaging 
history. You can easily see the 
exchange from before and pro- 
ceed to send the new message. 

The space for writing your mes- 
sage is an empty box just above 
the keyboard with the send 
button conveniently placed to its 
right. You can cancel the message 
anytime by touching Cancel in 
the top right. 

iMessage: Sending messages 
through iMessage requires an 

active data plan. Linked to your iCloud or email account, iMessage allows 
you to send messages to other Apple users who have iMessage active. Similar 
to the Blackberry Messenger app messages appear as Sent, Delivered and 
Read. Along with your text you also have the option of sending photographs 
or videos. To do so touch the small camera icon to the left of the text box. You 
will be prompted to either select a photograph or video from your phone or 
take one just then. Caution: any media sent across iMessage eats into your 
data plan so send cautiously. 

While looking at an earlier messaging conversation you will see the 
name or number of the contact at the top of the screen. If you need more 
information just click on “Contact” to the top right and a slider menu will 
pop out. This menu allows you three options: directly call, directly FaceTime 
or more information. 

In an on-going conversation in the messaging app you will notice that 
the gaps between sequential responses are proportional to the time taken 
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between messages, giving you a visual sense of how the conversation flowed. 
You can also just swipe to the left on the messages to see further details. 
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FaceTime 

Apple also packages the iOS 7 
(as it did the earlier OS) with 
FaceTime. Its own little version 
of Skype for video/voice over 
internet calling. The app is rep- 
resented as an icon with an old 
fashioned video camera on it. 

Touching it opens up the appli- 
cation. Inside you find a familiar 
layout that’s nearly identical to the 
Phone app. The default view here 
is that of all your contacts but with 
only three options on the bottom 
of the screen: Favourites, Recent 
and Contacts. The options func- 
tion exactly as in the case of the 
Phone app but are meant for only 
your FaceTime activity. Selecting 
or searching for a contact presents 
you with all their details. If you 
select any other option other than 
the FaceTime video icon the app 
pushes you over to the messaging 

or phone app away from FaceTime. To make a FaceTime call you need to 
touch the small video camera icon which then executes the video call. In iOS 
7 a new feature has been added to FaceTime which allows calls to be audio 
only, so if you have data plan issues or just don’t feel like a video chat you can 
always save on calling charges by making it a FaceTime Audio call. Caution: 
Data service restrictions or limits may apply! 

When the FaceTime call is activated the front facing camera turns on. 
You can switch the camera to front facing by touching the camera icon at 
the bottom left of the screen. You can also mute the call by touching the 
mike icon at the bottom right. The end call button is in the bottom centre 
of the screen. 
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Calendar 

The calendar app in the iOS 7 is 
an excellent tool for organizing 
and scheduling your activities 
and events. At its macro view it 
presents you with yearly calen- 
dars with the current year locked 
in. You can slide to earlier and 
later years with a flick of your 
finger. The bottom of the screen 
always presents the same three 
options: Today Calendars and 
Inbox. Touching Today centres 
the screen view to the current 
period with the current date cir- 
cled and highlighted. Touching 
Calendars takes you to the cus- 
tomisation screen where you can 
choose which online account 
(Gmail, Facebook, Others) you 
want to view. 

You can individually select 
between them or choose to see 
them all or hide them all. It also 
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Today Calendars Inbox 


A very busy schedule indeed 


allows you to specifically filter out birthdays that have been saved. For those 
of you with multiple online accounts synced to your phone it becomes an 
easy way to separate your personal activities from your professional ones. 
The Edit option to the top left allows you to delete any accounts or details 
from your calendars selection. Touching Done takes you back to your yearly 
calendar view. The Inbox option creates a catalogue of any invitations that 
you’ve accept and scheduled in your calendar for easy viewing in one place. 
The top right of the main calendar screen presents two options: Search 
(magnifying glass icon) and Add Event (plus sign). If you’re looking for 
a specific event and don’t know what date it was then search is your best 
bet. The Add Event option takes you to a detailed form where you can set 
up the event details which include precise timings, alarm reminders, other 
attendants to the event and your personal status (Busy/Free). 
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From the main calendar screen you can zoom into monthly and daily 
levels by touching the month and days sequentially In the month view 
all days with scheduled events appear with a tiny dot under them and the 
current date in a large highlighted circle. You can slide across months from 
this view and touch Today in the bottom left to centre back to the current 
date. Touching a specific date further drills down the calendar to an hourly 
view which neatly organised your scheduled events and activities based on 
the details you’ve entered. For professionals, the iOS calendar syncs with 
your work email account if you choose to link them so that if you accept an 
appointment through your Outlook at work it will then add them to your 
devices calendar with all the details. 

Camera 

The iPhone 5 series of smartphones come with an 8 megapixel camera 
in the back of the body and 1.2 megapixel camera in the front. Accompanied 
with face detection, auto image stabilization, LED flash The video recording 
happens in full HD (1080p) at 30 frames per second and an autofocus as 
well. Let’s take a quick look at the new features that iOS 7 brings to the set up. 

Touching the app with the camera icon on it takes us directly to the 
view screen of the camera. The largest amount of real estate on the screen 
is devoted to the camera’s view with basic options carefully trimmed to the 
side which allows you a clear picture of your shot. 

The top or left side of the screen gives you three options in portrait or 
landscape mode respectively. The options: Flash, HDR and Switch Camera 
are neatly lined to the edge. The flash option when touched slides across and 
allows you to choose between Auto, On and Off settings. If left undisturbed 
it slides back automatically to the earlier view. The HDR option simply 
activates or deactivates on touching. And the Switch Camera view changes 
camera view from front to back and vice versa at a single touch. 

The bottom of the screen has four options you can slide across: Video, 
Photo, Square and Panorama. The default starting point is always Photo. 

Photos/Stills 

An excellent new feature in the iOS 7 is the focussing shortcut in the volume 
up button. Simply holding the button focuses the shot before taking it giving 
you a sharp image. Holding down the volume down button allows you to 
quickly take multiple shots in burst mode. If you want to have even more con- 
trol over your focus and exposure together, touching a part of the image on 
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the preview screen for a second 
or so locks that exposure setting 
in the camera; now you can move 
the camera around and it keeps 
the selected exposure and focus 
settings locked. You know it’s 
working when you see a small 
label appear on the screen that 
says AE/AF LOCK. Just touch it 
once to unlock the mode. 

Square 

Sliding the screen to the right 
takes you to the Square option. 

Included due to the fast and 
rapidly 1:1 ratio of photography 
made famous by Instagram, this 
feature makes your camera Ins- 
tagram ready with a basic set of 
hipster filters to get you through 
most styles. 

Live Filters 

The Live Filters can be used with normal as well as square photographs. 
A bundle of nine stylish filters: Mono, Tonal, Noir, Fade, Normal, Chroma, 
Process, Transfer and Instant can be accessed by touching the Borromean 
sigil (three interesting circle) icon in the corner that presents none miniature 
live view screens of the image through different filters. You can select the 
filter of your choice and start clicking away. 

Zoom 

The digital zoom feature has also been revamped. Now you can pinch the 
screen to zoom not only on still images but also on on-going video recording. 

Video 

While taking a video you can not only zoom but also use the AE/AF LOCK 
that we discussed earlier using the same screen tap method. Another 
advantage in the new features is the ability to take still shots while the 
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video is recording by touching 
the white button next to the red 
record button. You can start and 
stop recording by either pressing 
the red button or the volume con- 
trol buttons on the side. Turning 
the flash on for video results in a 
reasonably bright LED spot light 
that helps illuminate most things 
close to the camera, especially 
good for faces. 

Pano 

Sliding further to the right this 
option dynamically allows you 
to generate a panoramic image by 
physically panning the camera 
across a landscape. The sensors 
in the camera guide you via on- 
screen guidelines to ensure you 
have a clean image. The camera 
stitches together the images from 
your pan and presents you with a 
gorgeous wide screen panorama 
that can even go beyond 180 degrees of vision. 

Music and iTunes Radio 

The iOS 7 interface radically changes the Music app it is still very intui- 
tive with: Radio, Playlist, Artist, Songs and More options at the bottom of 
the screen. 

Once you’ve loaded music on to your device via iTunes or purchased 
music via the phone App you will find that it’s been neatly organised in 
the usual categories. You can also make Playlists on the go directly from 
the app without having to connect it to a laptop or computer for the iTunes 
application. But the most significant addition to experiencing music on the 
iOS 7 device is iTunes Radio that is part of the Music app. 

iTunes Radio is designed along the lines of Spotify or 8Tracks which 
you may be aware of from before but basically it allows you to stream music 
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directly from iTunes massive library though genre or artist based radio 
channels. The feature allows you to make your own radio channel and 
populate it with your taste of music through artist selection or alternatively 
sign up to any of the ever increasing radio stations that already exist. Given 
Apple’s extensive audio library we can be pretty sure of discoveries . Now 
if only it were available in India 

Siri 

After a lot of hype with its initial launch Siri proved underwhelming for 
many users. But with the iOS 7 setup Siri makes a comeback with a venge- 
ance and some really essential upgrades. 


Language 

In prior versions the Indian dialect wasn’t easily understood by the voice 
recognition system unless an Americanised accent was adopted. Users 
were forced to figure out how to add phonetic names to Siri’s database and 
most gave up trying. Now with the new version not only has Siri become 
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more sensitive to Asian names (a little more, lower expectations) but also 
receptive to verbal teaching. Just say “That’s not how you pronounce XYZ” 
and Siri tries like the eager child attempting to please you. It may take a bit 
of doing but it does learn. 

Contextual Questions 

Siri can also handle elementary stabs at contextual questions - “What 
song is playing?” - for example when you are listening to iTunes Radio 
or your own Music. Using it 
with iTunes Radio makes for an 
interesting conversation as Siri 
can be instructed to play music 
by moods as well as artists or 
genres. 

Siri also provides the benefit 
of Wikipedia search at the push 
of a button. Simply say “Search 
Wikipedia...” and it will do its 
version of a hands-free elocution 
on the topic. You can also use it 
to search Twitter for trending 
topics by framing the ques- 
tion “What is Twitter saying 
about...” but it still apologises 
for not making any headway 
with Facebook. That’s alright. 

We forgive you Siri. 

And although Google is 
can’t be set as the default search 
engine for Siri you can instruct 
Siri to search only Google by 
saying “Search Google for...” and 
it will present your results in Safari web browser. 

Closing Apps 

With apps numbering in the dozens and constant active updates not only a 
drain on the battery but also your data plan it always helps to close apps that 
you don’t need to immediately access. The kill app option has also changed 
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since the last iOS and is now a 
button/swipe combo: simply 
double click the home button and 
swipe the app you want to close 
upwards and it will shut down.. 
It’s a lot more fun when you swipe 
them two at a time. It’s just that 
easy and simple, not to mention 
fun. Really. 



■■■ i W m m 


Find My iPhone / 

Activation Lock 

Let’s face it - we live in a bad world, 
where everyone wants to separate 
you from your Precious, your 
iPhone. And even though the Find 
My iPhone app has been around 
for a while and is usually helpful 
in finding misplaced devices, it 
hasn’t discourages thieves one bit. 

And although you should most 
definitely activate the Find My Apps be gone ! 
iPhone app to be on the safe side 

you can rest assured that iOS 7 has something new to protect your device. 

By using Apple’s new Activation Lock feature even through your iPhone 
may be erased by thieves they will not be able to profit by it since activating 
the devices would require your iCloud password. We can just hope this 
information spreads quickly amongst the criminal underworld. For the sake 
of the Precious. 
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Passbook 

A surprising new feature with iOS 6 was Passbook and it continues to sur- 
prise with iOS 7. Passbook allows you to store all your passes for websites, 
apps, QR codes, boarding passes, movie tickets and loyalty cards in one place 
for ease of use. You can also share your passes through email or messaging 
through the app itself. As more and more retailers and service providers go 
digital and online, Passbook compatible apps will flood the Indian iTunes 
Store making life a lot more easy for a paperless world. EJ 
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WHAT WE 
DON’T LIKE 


Let’s be honest, as great as Apple’s 
designs are, there are aspects of their 
products that we aren’t too keen on. iOS 
7 is no exception; it’s a complete redesign 
of one of the most popular operating 
systems in the world and while it 
addresses a lot of the major issues in 
iOS 6, it also brings along its own set of 
problems. 


cur 1 



60 


WHAT WE DON’T LIKE 


Icons and styling 

The iPhone maybe an iconic 
phone, but the new icons are 
a far cry from what they once 
were. Now we know that Johnny 
Ive believes in simplicity, but 
some of the icons are so child- 
ishly simple and plain that they 
seem to detract from the design 
more than anything else. This 
is of course a matter of debate, 
some people do love the icons, 
but the majority don’t. The 
Safari icon in particular is the 
worst offender. Third-party 
developers have done a far better 
job of creating icons that are 
compatible with iOS7’s design 
without being childishly plain 
like some of the default icons. 

The excessively plain styling 
extends beyond the icons too. 

The overall design of the OS seems to be one of beauty in simplicity but 
somehow, it seems more hit and miss than a well-defined experience. There 
are moments when it all comes together and you can truly appreciate the 
OS that Ive envisioned, but it’s not always apparent and we truly wish 
that Apple spent just a bit more time and effort in properly bringing their 
dream to life. 

Animations 

iOS 7 brought a great many animations with it to the table and while they do 
have some novelty value, they detract from the functionality of the device. 
Everything takes a second or two to respond because iOS is busy trying to 
show you how pretty it is. This is particularly painful when you’re shifting 
apps between folders. Unlike Android, where you can disable or speed-up 
the animations, you can do nothing of the sort in iOS. In fact, a sentiment 
that we share with many other reviewers is that all these animations tend 
to feel like lag rather than cohesive parts of a spiffy interface. 
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It’s not that the OS itself is slow, far from it. To put it another way, say 
you’re buying a train ticket and you’re in a hurry, but you still have to wait 
for the attendant to courtesy and bow and doff his hat at you before asking 
you what you want. It’s novel at first, but if you’ve got to buy a ticket every 
single day, it’ll eventually get frustrating. To top it off, animations for the 
iPad still haven’t been properly refined for the gestures that you’d use (more 
on that later). 

Folders 

This is a feature that iOS 7 badly needed. Having folders that could only 
hold a fixed number of apps was very limiting and the prospect of scrolling 
through half a dozen home- 
screens just to get at the app 
you want is not something that 
appealed to everyone. Apple, in 
all its so-called wisdom decided 
to incorporate folders that are 
seemingly infinite in capacity, 
but also decided that instead of 
scrolling through a dozen home- 
screens, you’ll now have to swipe 
through a dozen folder screens. 

Why? Instead of the 20+ apps per screen, you’re now restricted to a 3x3 
grid of 9. 

If that wasn’t bad enough, the folders are treated as home-screens in 
themselves. In effect, if you delete or move an app from one screen of a 
folder, there will be a gap in that folder; the other apps will not reposition 
themselves to make up for that gap. You can literally have a dozen screens 
in a folder with one app each. 

Dragging and dropping 

Dragging and dropping apps has always been a pain in iOS owing to the 
fact that you can’t select more than one app at a time, but this isn’t the main 
problem. The main problem is that with this new folder system that Apple 
has implemented, dragging a file from a folder involves opening the folder 
(followed by a zoom-in animation), swiping to the app you want, dragging 
that app out of the folder, waiting a second or two till the view zooms out to 
the home-screen and then dropping the app. It’s even worse if you want to 
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add the app to another folder as you will have to sit through more of those 
painful zooming animations. 

iOS 7 on iPad 

The iPad seems to be the self- 
sacrificing elder brother who’s 
just being taken for granted. iOS 
7 has just been slapped on to the 
iPad with compensation for the 
higher screen resolution. This is 
a problem because design deci- 
sions that make sense on the iPod 
and iPhone only create trouble 
for the iPad. We’ll start with the 
folders, for a device that meas- 
ures 9.7-inches diagonally, fitting apps into a 3x3 folder seems pointless. Why 
not take advantage of the increased real-estate on offer and fit more icons? 

Even the animations are a bit off. If you use the home button a lot (On an 
iPad? Really?) and ignore the five-finger pinch, you won’t notice anything 
odd. If you do try the gesture, you’ll realise that the animations haven’t 
been properly updated to suit that gesture and it’s a bit jerky. Gestures also 
don’t work in the NewsStand app for some reason. We must admit, these 
are very minor issues, but they add up and stand out more because of the 
care taken everywhere else than any other factor. 

Another issue, again a minor one, is the clock app on the iPad. The ear- 
lier one was more informative at a glance than the first one. It’s not that it’s 
functionally very different, it’s just that the blue on black colour scheme 
that was used to highlight the 
active alarms was more visu- 
ally apparent than the current 
light grey on white lines that are 
almost invisible. 

Keyboard 

The new keyboard is aestheti- 
cally in-line with the iOS7 design, 
but the problem is that apps 
have to be updated to make use 
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of that keyboard and not every 
developer does so. There are 
times when you’ll come across 
as many as three different key- 
boards depending on the app 
you’re using. Again, this is a 
minor issue but something that 
is vaguely irritating given the 
care that’s taken everywhere else. 

Mail 
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Another keyboard 


Apple introduced (finally) the 
concept of background updates 
for apps. It’s a feature that iOS 
users have been clamouring for 
and when Apple finally deliv- 
ered, they did their usual one- 
step forward, one-step back rou- 
tine. Now, if you’re using the Mail 
app, you’ll get a notification the 
instant the message is loaded as 
opposed to when your device gets 
a notification that it has received the mail. The problem is that sometimes 
it can take a few minutes for the mail to download fully and you won’t be 
aware you received any mail till that download is complete. Why you can’t 
get a notification instantly we don’t understand. The app should ideally 
give you the notification and then update the mail regardless of whether 
you open the app then and there. 
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Mail alerts aren't quick enough 


The bigger picture 

What we’re really trying to say is that there’s nothing too far wrong with iOS 
7, on the contrary, it’s the most functional version of iOS yet. The problems 
are all minor, mostly design related and definitely lack the spit and polish 
that we expect from an Apple device. As it stands, iOS7 seems more like 
an OS that has been slapped together as quickly as humanly possible and 
there is a lot of room for improvement. These minor issues stand out so 
much only because we’ve come to expect that Apple will release a product 
that is polished and well-made and flaws, however minor, are jarring. Q 
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TIPS AND 
TRICKS 

As is customary for OSes, we add in a 
whole chapter dedicated to getting more 
out of iOS 7 with some hidden secrets 
being revealed 


I n this chapter we will look at the newly revamped iOS 7, and cover 
how to use the newest features, and also tell you how you can make 
the most of the OS with hidden tips and tricks that range from the 
easy, everyday type to hidden, advanced secrets. 

GENERAL 

Get quick review of the day 

The notification centre has a ‘Today’ tab that lists a brief review of the day, it 
includes date, day, weather information, calendar entries to inform you the 
appointments for the day, reminders, up to date stocks and even excerpts 
of the next day. Here you’ll get a quick look of how’s your day going to be. 
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Access essential toggles quickly 

iOS 7 introduced ‘Control Centre’ to allow you to quickly access all the 
essential and most used toggles. It is a hassle free way to use the essential 
features anywhere from your phone. It includes shortcuts for Airplane 
mode, Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, Do not disturb and orientation lock. Along with 
this you can also change brightness, control music and volume. No need 
to go to Settings anymore. It also offers five handy shortcuts - flashlight, 
compass, calculator and camera. Control Centre can be accessed from lock 
screen as well, to open it, swipe up from the 
bottom edge of the screen. 

Bring down the Spotlight search 

Didn’t find Spotlight search? Don’t worry its 
not gone. Spotlight search is still there in iOS 
7 only thing is it is not on its default place. To 
get the Spotlight search swipe down on the 
icon grid on any home screen page. 

Disable control centre within apps 

Control centre is indeed a very useful feature 
introduced in iOS 7, but it can be annoying at 
times. It may accidently pop up while playing 
a game or scrolling through a list. You can 
prevent Control Centre to access within apps 
by navigating to Settings > Control Centre > 

Turn off Access Within Apps. 

Prevent Control Centre access from the lock screen 

There’s no need to prevent Control Centre to be accessed from lock screen, 
but if you’re concerned about privacy we will suggest you to do it. Go to 
Settings > Control Centre > Turn off Access on Lock Screen’. 

Prevent Notification Centre access from the lock screen 

The notification centre can be accessed from lock screen as well. Though it 
is handy, it impends privacy as all your notifications are easily accessible. 
Anyone can easily read the message, reminders, calendar excerpts. It is thus 
recommended to prevent notification centre access from lock screen. Go to 
Settings > Notification Centre > Turn of ‘Notifications View’ and ‘Today View’. 
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Hide Newsstand in a folder 

Newsstand is now more like an app than a part of Home Screen. From what 
we’ve seen, people used to hate Newsstand because of its inability to hide 
in a folder. Being a standalone app now it can be hidden into a folder if you 
don’t like it lying in between your apps. 

Spot a newly installed app 

In iOS 6 whenever a new app was installed the app icon showed a ‘New’ 
banner on it. If you’re lost in finding your new app, let me tell you in iOS 
7 the app icon shows a tiny blue dot beside every newly installed and 
unopened app. 

See the revamped weather app 

The sullen weather app suddenly becomes pleasant with the addition of 
amazing animations in iOS 7. The revamped app shows cities in tabbed 
manner. Pinch over the city to get its complete weather information. Tap 
on the temperature to get more information about it and swipe left/right 
on the hourly forecast to see it for rest of the day. 

Get maxed out interface for iPhone apps (iPad) 

The iPhone-only apps installed on iPad will get maxed-out interface by 
default; making it look like an iPad compatible 
application. You’ll not have to manually switch 
between the interface anymore. 

Know if you’re ahead or behind of 
other time zones 

The clock app now readily shows by how 
many hours you’re ahead or behind the 
other timezones added. If you want to see 
by how many hours India is ahead of Cuper- 
tino, go to Clock app > World Clock > Tap the 
*+’ button > Search for ‘Cupertino’ > Tap the 
result. The Cupertino clock will be added 
and you’ll see the time lag just right there. 

Similarly you can do it for other time zones 
as well. 
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ADVANCED 

Reduce parallax effect 

Whenever you tilt or move your device, the background moves in conjunc- 
tion with it. That’s the parallax effect. Though it looks cool, some users 
suffering from motion sickness don’t like it. If you’re one among them, go 
to Settings > General > Accessibility > Reduce Motion and turn it on. It will 
reduce the parallax effect. 

Create your own parallax wallpapers 

The default wallpapers of iOS 7 are already parallax compatible, but what 
if you want to create your own parallax wallpaper? A normal wallpaper 
will appear slightly blurred if it is used in place of parallax wallpaper. A 
parallax wallpaper is the one which has 200 pixels more on each side of it. 
If you want to create your own wallpaper, here are the exact resolutions. 
iPhone 5: 1536 x 1040 | iPhone 4S: 1360 x 1040 
iPad 3 and iPad 4 - 2448 x 2448 | iPad 2 and iPad Mini - 1424 x 1424 

Change system’s text style 

If you find the typography of the operating system too light you can stylize 
it by the way you want. It can be increasing the text size or making it bold. 
To increase the text size go to Settings > General > Text Size > Drag the slider. 
This only works with iOS 7 compatible apps. 

To bold text go to Settings > General > 

Accessibility > Turn on Bold text and then 
restart your phone. 

Adjust Geofence Radius 

‘Remind me at a location’ in Reminders app 
just got precise in iOS 7. Now you can set the 
geofence radius of the location that you want to 
be reminded at. Adjusting Geofence radius is 
setting up a boundary to the location that will 
trigger the reminders notification. To adjust 
Geofence Radius go to Reminders > Add a 
new reminder > Tap ‘info’ button > Turn on 
‘Remind me at a location’ > Location > Select 
your location > Drag the black dot to change 
the radius. 
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Share files between iDevices 

Following the Macs, Apple adds Airdrop support to iOS as well. Airdrop 
allows you to send media to other devices via Bluetooth or Wi-Fi. The other 
device needs to be Airdrop compatible iDevice to receive files which can be 
an iPhone 5, iPod Touch 5G, iPad 4 or iPad Mini. 

Save your data usage 

iOS 7 introduced an unexpected feature that will help you to save your data 
usage. You can restrict any app running in the background from consuming 
cellular data usage by confining it to Wi-Fi alone. Head over to Settings > Cel- 
lular > Select the apps to use cellular data. 

HIDDEN 

Quit multiple apps at once 

The new Windows Phone alike multi- 
tasking tray of iOS 7 allows you to quit 
apps by swiping upwards, but this is not 
restricted to one app at a time. You can quit 
multiple apps at once by using multiple 
fingers. To do it, place your three fingers 
on the three visible app cards in the tray 
and swipe them upwards at once. 

Enhance your battery backup 

A new feature called ‘Background App 
Refresh’ will give a bump to your existing 
battery life. Any internet based application 
continuously refreshes in the background 
to fetch for updates. It makes use of Wi-Fi or 
cellular data and in-turn uses battery juices. 

Turn it off from Settings > General > Back- 
ground App Refresh to save your battery 

Get the bubble level 

The compass app isn’t only a compass anymore, it includes a bubble level 
too. Get rid of uneven levels while hanging a portrait or assembling furniture 
by going to compass app and swiping right. 



Close three apps at a time by swiping 
them upwards simultaneously 
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Add infinite apps to folders 

Earlier versions of iOS allowed only twelve apps to be placed in each folder. 
iOS 7 removes this restriction and allows you to add infinite number of 
apps in each folder. 

Navigate to previous menu 
with a swipe 

Now use gestures to go back to previous menu 
instead of using the ‘Back’ button. Just swipe 
from left edge to right on your screen and you’ll 
be on the previous page. All the primary apps 
like Messages, Photos, Notes, Settings etc and 
iOS 7 compatible third-party apps have sup- 
port for this gesture. 

Watch out for the live clock 

If you’ve closely seen the clock app icon on the 
Home Screen, you’ll observe it is not static any- 
more. iOS 7 makes the clock app icon dynamic 
that displays the current time along with real 
time seconds hand. 

Switch between digital and analogue clock with a tap 

If you cannot understand time on an analogue clock or want to know 
the exact time of a place in World Clock, just tap the analogue clock 
that appears in front of the city name. It will turn into digital and 
vice versa. 

Quickly open Music app from Control Centre 

Control Centre provides all the music controls there itself. Still if you want 
to quickly get back to the music or podcasts app tap the title of currently 
playing music or podcast. 

SAFARI 

Surf with 24 windows 

Safari removes the 8 window limitation; now supports surfing with 24 
windows simultaneously with a neat and cool interface. You’ll never have 
to sacrifice a page if you want to add another. 
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Get full screen browsing 

Safari’s interface is made minimal so that web page utilizes most of the area 
on the screen. But tilting the device into landscape more will disappear the 
interface and you’ll get an elegant full screen browsing experience. To get 
back the interface just scroll the page upward. 
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Rotate your device into Landscape mode for full screen browsing 

Add website to the favourite page 

Whenever you add a new tab, a page called ‘Favourites’ is displayed that 
contains quick links to your favourite websites. If you visit a website too often 
add its link to this page and access is quickly. To do it go to Safari > Open the 
website > Tap ‘Share’ button > Bookmarks > Location> Favourites > Save. 

Use autofill in Safari 

Safari can autofill web forms by using your contact information, passwords 
and credit cards if you wish to. Auto fill information can be setup from Set- 
tings > Safari > Passwords & AutoFill. 

Search within the address bar 

Safari adds another neat feature to make your surfing experience even better. 
Gone is the Google search field; your address bar is your new search field. 
Just type in your context in the address bar and you’ll get the results right 
there followed by Bookmarks and History. 
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Let Safari create a password for you 

You can rely on Safari completely if you’re not able to think of a strong 
password by yourself. Whenever you arrive on a password field to fill in 
Safari will ask if you want it to suggest a secure password. This Safari- 
generated password will in your iCloud Keychain and will be available to 
access across different devices. 

Get .com button 

Missing the .com button in Safari? No, its not gone, it’s still there hiding 
inside the Y button. Long press the Y button and you’ll not only get the 
.com button but also .org, .in, .co.in, .edu, .net, etc. 
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Long press the [dot] button to get .com in Safari 


Swipe back in Safari 

Safari is redesigned with minimal interface making web pages acquire 
more space on the screen. This redesign hides the menus and buttons while 
scrolling down through the web pages (hiding the back button as well). To 
use the ‘Back’ button you’ll have to scroll the page upwards or tap on the 
address bar. Lengthy, isn’t it? Instead just swipe from left to right anywhere 
on the web page and you’ll back on the previous page. 

Block adult websites/content 

Blocking adult websites or online content was never so easy. This new 
feature is handy if you let your kid use of your phone. It can let you limit 
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adult content or allow only specific websites to be visited from Safari. All 
you have to do is go to Settings > General > Restrictions > Enable Restric- 
tions > Enter a Restrictions Passcode > Websites. 

Close Safari tab with a swipe 

The new tab switcher of Safari is gorgeous! You’ll see a series of cards placed 
one after other that move with transitions. To delete a tab you can tap the 
‘x’ that appears on the card, or you can simply swipe it to left. 

CAMERA 

Change camera modes with a swipe 

Camera app is included with four modes: Video, Photo, Square and Pano- 
rama. To navigate between them open the camera app and swipe left or 
right on the camera view. 



Photo modes 


Take photos with filter on 

The camera app comes with filters that can be added ‘live’ on the lens while 
taking photographs. They’re 9 filters named, Mono, Tonal, Noir, Fade, None, 
Chrome, Process, Transfer and Instant. To add them open the camera app 
and tap the three circles located at the bottom right. 

Take multiple photos in a tap 

Called as ‘Burst mode’ it lets you take multiple photos with a single tap. 
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Earlier in iOS 6 if you had to take multiple photos tapping the capture 
button for multiple times did the work. With the introduction of Burst 
mode in iOS 7 all you have to do is tap and hold the capture button until 
you’re done. Alternatively you can also press and hold the volume button 
to take photos in Burst mode. 

Turn on camera grid Lines 

One feature missing from the camera app is the grid lines toggle. You can 
still have it by turning it on from Settings > Photos & Camera. However, it’s 
not as handy as it was in iOS 6. 

Autofocus using volume up button on iPhone 5S 

The volume buttons have always served as a shortcut key to take photos. 
Going beyond it, the volume-up button now lets you do autofocus with 
it. Like other phones if you hold the volume-up button for a second 
or more your camera sensor will autofocus on the image (making it a 
sharp image). 

Zoom while video recording 

Another significant feature that iOS missed all these years is the ability to 
zoom in and out while recording videos, iOS 7 adds this along with capa- 
bility to take photographs alongside. Pinch the screen to zoom in or out 
while you’re taking a video. 
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SIRI 

Change Siri’s pronunciation 

Siri has difficulty in pronouncing desi names. If 
she doesn’t pronounce your name properly you can 
teach her to pronounce it. Just say, “Siri that’s not 
how you pronounce that” or “you didn’t pronounce 
my name properly” and she will ask you to teach the 
correct pronunciation. 

Let Siri change your settings 

Siri is capable to change your phone’s settings like 
turning on/off Bluetooth, Wi-Fi, Airplane mode or 
adjusting screen brightness (Control Centre does a better 
job though). Just launch Siri and say “Turn on Wi-Fi” or Adjust brightness”. 

Have a quick Look on Twitter 

Siri is deeply integrated with Twitter. She can tell you what’s trending?, find 
tweets for you, or even search for hashtags. Ask her “What’s trending on 
Twitter?”, “Search for hashtag [hashtag]” or “What is [username] saying” 
and she’ll bring it right in front of you. 

Ask Siri to read your email 

Old Siri could just tell if you have any new emails, but new Siri can read 
them for you. Just ask her “Do I have an email?” and she will come up with 
the list of emails you have received. To read one from the list say “Read the 
first one” or so. You can also ask “Read my latest email” and she’ll read the 
latest received mail for you. 

Get male voice for Siri 

Siri was born with female voice. iOS 7 changed Siri’s female voice and added 
an additional male voice too. To change Siri’s voice go to Settings > General 
> Siri > Voice Gender > Male. 

Change Siri’s search engine 

Bing is the default search engine for Siri, but you can ask Siri to search on 
Google or Yahoo as well. This isn’t something that can be modified from 
settings, you’ve to ask her to “Search Google for..”, “Search Yahoo for..” or 
“Search Wikipedia for..” to search from it. 
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PHONE 

Block a particular person 

One of the most useful and most awaited feature in iOS 7 is the ability to 
block a particular person from calling, messaging or FaceTime-ing. It can be 
a saved contact or even an unknown number. To block an unknown person 
go to Phone > Recent > Tap T (Info) button in front of the caller > Block This 
Caller. To block someone from the contact list go to Phone > Contacts > Open 
the contact > Block This Caller. 

Review your blocked list 

Head over to Settings > Phone > Blocked to access 
your blocked list. Here you can see your blocked 
numbers, you can remove them from blocked list 
or add new contacts to it. To add new contact to 
block list Tap Add New... > Select the contact. To 
unblock a number tap on Edit > Tap button on 
your contact > Unblock. 

Make FaceTime audio calls 

Along with FaceTime video calls, iOS 7 adds the 
ability to make FaceTime audio calls. Do it only if 
you have unlimited data plan or else talk time is 
always cheaper. To make a FaceTime audio call, 
go to Contact > Select contact > Tap the ‘phone’ 
icon next to FaceTime. 

MESSAGES 

Delete message(s) 

Deleting messages in iOS 7 is not the same as it was in iOS 6. There is no 
direct ‘Edit’ button to select and delete message(s). To delete message(s) 
long press the chat bubble > More... > Select the message > Tap the ‘trash’ 
icon situated at bottom-left. 

See timestamps for text message or iMessage 

Unlike iOS 6, you can now see timestamp for every message you send 
or receive. As every text message and iMessage you send or receive has 
a timestamp hidden into it. To view it, swipe back from right edge of the 
screen within the chat history. 
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PHOTOS 

Know the new interface 

The photos app gets a retouch with complete makeover and new additions. 
The photo library is divided by date and location into Moments, Collections 
and Years. Moments further separates the photos by day and location; 
sorting each by the day it was taken. This sorting makes it easy to find a 
particular photo between hundreds of them. 

Add/remove filters anytime 

Filters are not just restricted to camera app alone. You can add filters to 
your existing photos or even remove them anytime. To do it go to Photos 
> Select a photo > Edit > Tap the three circles > Select a filter. To remove a 
filter follow the same procedure and select ‘None’ in filters. 

MAIL 

Use the Mark All option 

The native iOS mailbox deprived ‘Mark AIT option till iOS 7. All these years 
we manually selected each and every mail to mark it as Read. Now here’s a 
handy way, Go to Inbox > Edit > Mark All > Mark as Read. 

Undo Archived emails 

Archiving an email is just a swipe away that’s why 
we accidently do it most of the time. What if you’ve 
did it? Don’t panic, just shake your phone to bring 
up the Undo Archive dialogue box. 

PRIVACY 

Use ‘Do Not Track’ mode 

Safari adds support to a new ‘Do Not Track’ mode 
to provide little extra privacy while you surf. 

When it is enabled, websites will not use cookies 
and also will not be able to track you. To enable 
‘Do Not Track’ mode go to Settings > Safari > Turn 
on ‘Do Not Track’. 

Limit AdTracking service 

Every device generates an unique tracking number that informs advertising 
company about your browsing habits. The company uses this information 



Shake the phoneto undo 
Archive or Move to Junk 
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to offer better ads. Limiting AdTracking service will not remove or decrease 
the number of ads, but the ads that appear will not be based on your interests. 
To turn on Limit AdTracking option go to Settings > Privacy > Advertising 
> Turn on ‘Limit AdTracking’. 

CALENDAR 

Get used to the new calendar 

Calendar app gets complete makeover in iOS 7. This newly designed calendar 
is difficult to use and is creating lots of confusion for many users. Here are 
some handy tips to use calendar effectively, 

Firstly, you’ll see today’s page indexed with all the events listed for the 
day (if you have any). To see events for the next day tap the date in the top 
area or swipe left in the events area. To see events 
for the next week swipe left in the top area. Tap 
on the ‘search’ button at the top of calendar to get 
view of day-by-day listing of your events. 

Go back to month view 

To get month view tap on the back arrow which is 
followed by month’s name and located at top-left. 

In month view scroll up or down to see previous 
or the next month. 

Go back to year view 

To get year view tap on the back arrow which is 
followed by the year. Similarly scroll up or down 
to see previous or the next year. 

iCLOUD 

Sync Keychain with iCloud 

In addition to mail, contacts, calendar entries etc iCloud can now sync your 
usernames, passwords and credit card information across devices. All the 
passwords stored in the Keychain of your Mac will also synchronize with it. 
To enable iCloud Keychain go to Settings > iCloud > Keychain > Turn it on. 

Reactivate with a password 

Apple’s ‘Find My iPhone’ service goes to a whole new level. A new feature 
called as Activation Lock’ lets you put an additional password to Find My 
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iPhone service. This passcode prevents thieves from turning off Find My 
iPhone service, erasing your device or re-activating your phone. Useful 
but even problematic. To turn on Find My iPhone service go to Settings > 
iCloud > Turn on Find My iPhone. To add Activation Lock you’ll need Find 
My iPhone app which is available for free on the App Store. 

MAPS 

Set default direction type for Apple Maps 

It is reported that the step-by-step navigation of the Apple maps is sig- 
nificantly improved. So depending upon your area you can rely on Apple 
maps. If you are one such user, there’s a way to set default direction type 
to walking or driving. Go to Settings > Maps > Go to ‘Preferred Directions’ 
section > Select Walking/ Driving. 

See your most visited places 

iOS keeps a track of your frecjuently visited places in the background. 
You can see your location history along with the date and time of visit by 
navigating to Settings > Privacy > Location Services > System Services > 
Frequent Locations. This is also benefiting Apple to improve its mapping 
services by providing GPS coordinates of your frequent locations. 

APP STORE 

Turn on/off automatic App updates 

iOS 7 can let you update your apps automatically. With it you can get rid of 
the annoying notification badges appearing on the App Store icon and have 
the latest version of app installed on your device always. We will suggest 
you to keep automatic updates turned on only if you’re using Wi-Fi network. 
You can turn it on or off from Settings > iTunes & App Store > Updates. 

Search for purchased apps 

If you’re coming from another iOS device this feature will be handy for you. 
App Store adds a way to search for your purchased apps. With this you’ll 
know whether your old purchases are installed on your new iOS device 
or not. To find your purchases go to App Store > Updates tap > Purchased 
> Search. EJ 
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Here’s a quick listing of apps you should 
try out if you’ve upgraded to iOS 7 


A pple’s latest mobile Operating System, iOS 7, was welcomed 
amidst a great deal of hype, chiefly due to a radical design 
change. Gone were the skeuomorphic interfaces, the drop 
shadows and the sharp gradients - they were replaced by a 
much flatter, cleaner and minimalistic design paradigm, taking subtle cues 
from its predecessors, Windows Phone’s Metro style and Android’s Holo 
theme. As is the case with any change, these design changes were met with 
strong, highly polarised reactions. While some lauded the first significant 
design change in iOS since its inception, most others were quick to point 
out several defects and inconsistencies. The brunt of the blame for poor 
design was borne by the app icons on the home screen, for most new icons 
failed to effectively communicate the app’s purpose. Poor choice colours, 
poor use of metaphor and inconsistencies in the design language left many 
designers and Apple enthusiasts confused - after all, this was a company 
known for its fastidious attention to detail! 
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Within each app, however, the changes were fairly well received.. The 
use of Helvetica Neue as the default font throughout the system and apps 
lends an air of sophistication to the device, while the flattened, transparent 
status bar gives apps a more cohesive, full-screen look. The beta version 
of iOS 7 was released 4 months ago in June, giving developers ample time 
to modify their app’s design and incorporate some of Apple’s new design 
guidelines. Developers didn’t disappoint, and most popular apps were iOS 
7-ready when the update hit users’ iPhones and iPads in September. We 
take a look at some of the apps that really shine in iOS 7: 

1. Evernote 

Evernote is probably the grand-daddy of note- 
taking and archiving apps, and the company 
has been adding features to its notebooks at 
a lightning pace, such as reminders, smart 
labelling and two-step authentication for its 
users. Needless to say, Evernote has a huge 
fan base among iOS users, and the newly 
updated app sports a cleaner, flatter design 
with an integrated status bar. The default 
screen shows a list of your most recent notes, 
and you can swipe to the left to quickly access 
your shortcuts, notebooks and commonly 
used tags. This slide-out drawer also lets 
you quickly create a new note containing 
text, photo, audio, a checklist or a time-based 
reminder. Premium users can opt to have their notes stored offline as well. 

2. Pocket 

Pocket is one of the best read-it-later services out there (the app was previ- 
ously called just that - Read It Later) with a full suite of apps across platforms 
and browsers. The newest iteration of Pocket for iOS 7 features tweet attribu- 
tion among other changes - links saved from Twitter will now show up with 
a little header, allowing you to quickly reply, favourite or retweet the tweet. 
Pocket lets you save articles for later reading either using a browser add-on, 
a bookmarklet or through a number of feed aggregators such as Flipboard 
and Feedly. It then strips out all but the bare content of the page and presents 
it to you in a clean, highly readable format. The iOS 7 update doesn’t include 



Evernote is one of the most 
powerful note-taking apps 
available. 
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any major design changes since the app has 
a very Spartan interface, with much of the 
focus being on the content. You can change the 
typeface, font size or background to suit your 
reading environment, making for a great app 
to use on your daily commute or while in bed. 

3. Simplenote 

Simplenote is a no-frills, plain-text based 
note-taking service that’s dead simple to use. 
While apps like Evernote and Springpad can 
overwhelm you with options, Simplenote does 
only one thing, and does it very well. You can 
enter plain-text based notes only (photo, audio 
and video aren’t supported), and you can tag 
your notes to make them easily searchable. 
The primary screen shows you a list of your 
notes in reverse chronological order, a search 
bar on top and a side panel containing a list of 
your tags. If you’re looking for a fast and effec- 
tive way to sync notes across platforms, then 
Simplenote should do the job sufficiently well. 

4. Readmill 

While there’s no dearth of eBook readers on 
iOS 7, the simplicity, great design and syncing 
abilities of Readmill make it our go-to app for 
reading eBooks. You can use it to read existing 
DRM-free ePubs, or download eBooks from a 
number of sources. Your collection of books 
as well as your reading progress will be saved 
and synced across its iOS and Android apps. 
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5. Kindle 

Amazon introduced a few subtle design changes to the iOS 7 version of 
its popular Kindle app, and the app now feels like a first-class citizen 
of the iOS 7 world. Improved typography with Helvetica Neue, the 
use of stock iOS 7 icons and an integrated status bar gives the app a 
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highly polished look. Of course, if you’re 
an Amazon fan with a bunch of Kindle 
eBooks to your name, this should be a 
no-brainer, but the recent design changes 
have made this a compelling choice even 
for those who don’t own a Kindle library. 

6. eBay 

While most of us love the comfort of shop- 
ping online, using a mobile device to shop 
online remains a rarity. Most eCommerce 
apps tend to be clunky and slow, not to 
mention unnecessary (A mobile optimised 
site will usually suffice). However, eBay’s 
new iOS 7 apps hopes to change that, with 
a gorgeous interface inline with iOS 7’s 
style guidelines. The iPad version features 
a night-mode that can make using the app 
easy on the eyes in low-light areas. The 
app lets you use all of the website’s sorting 
and filtering options, and can pinpoint the 
seller’s location on a map for you. The new 
version also lets you leave a note for the 
seller including any special instructions 
or a thank you note for speedy delivery. 

7. Zomato 
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Kindle's new Look feels right at 
home on iOS 7 








Zomato, the much lauded startup that 
aims to solve the all-too-familiar dilemma 
of “Where do I eat today?” has always been 
known for its stellar apps, and the iOS one 
is no different. The newest redesign flattens out the navigation icons, 
and presents the user with large swipeable photos of popular restau- 
rants in your city. If you’re too lazy to sift through all the restaurants 
in your area, Zomato will try to narrow down the problem by asking 
if you want to order in, go out for a meal or just hangout with friends. 
If you see something you like, you can check the menu and call the 
restaurant directly from the app and order in or make a reservation. 


eBay's iOS 7 app makes shop- 
ping from your mobile device 
a breeze. 
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8. Vimeo 

The alternative video streaming service 
released an iOS 7 optimised version which 
boasts of tight integration with the OS - 
you can now upload videos directly from 
your iPhone or iPad’s Camera app. The 
new version also offers easier navigation 
where videos start playing as you’re navi- 
gating through the thumbnails. If you’re on 
a spotty internet connection or gearing up 
for a long trip, Vimeo also lets you cache and 
watch videos offline. While the new design 
of the app is breath-taking, it does have one 
crucial flaw - the latest update seems to 
have removed the search functionality. If 
that’s a deal breaker you should probably 
hold off from updating, but the company 
says search is coming back soon. 

9. Audiobox 

If you’re big on cloud storage as a means 
of hosting your music, then do check out 
Audiobox. Audiobox can pick up and stream 
tracks from a diverse set of sources, including 
Google Drive, Dropbox, Box, Ubuntu One, 
SkyDrive, Soundcloud or YouTube. If you’d 
rather not trust these services with your data, 
you can access your personal music connec- 
tion remotely by installing the desktop app 
for Mac or Windows. The iOS app received 
a complete overhaul, making use of several 
iOS 7 motifs, including new typography and 
iconography. The app now sports a slide-out 
navigation drawer that lists all your cloud 
sources, along with support for AirPlay and 
Lock Screen controls. 



Vimeo's videos play as you're flip- 
ping through the thumbnails 



Audiobox lets you stream music 
from almost any cloud service 
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10. Facebook 


Facebook's new iOS 7 app sports a 
much cleaner design 
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The official Facebook app has traditionally been a slow and buggy affair, 
thanks to Facebook choosing to use an HTML5 approach to writing the 
app. Several rewrites later, the Facebook app received enough native code 
inputs to make it stable and usable again, and the newest update brings it 
up to scratch with iOS 7. A translucent status bar that changes colour based 
on what you’re viewing, as well as a new 
tabbed menu-bar along the bottom of 
the screen that lets you quickly access 
your most Newsfeed, Friend Requests, 

Notifications and Messages. The app 
seems to have come of age, both in terms 
of functionality and aesthetics. 

11. Yahoo! Weather 

Yahoo’s Weather app for iOS 7 is a 
stunningly beautiful example of an 
iOS 7-ready app. The app fetches 
photos from Flickr corresponding to 
the current city and displays it in the 
background, while the foreground 
contains sparse but clean typography. 

If you scroll up to view more weather Yahoo! Weather fetches background 

images from Flickr 

information, the background photo is 
blurred to make the text more read- 
able - not unlike the blurred trans- 
parency of the Notification Center in 
iOS 7. Tilting the screen reveals the 
familiar parallax effect that also found 
on the iOS 7 Home Screen, lending a 
slight 3-D feel to the app. 



12. Photo Editor by Aviary 

Aviary’s Photo Editor remains one of 
the most powerful photo-editing apps 
on iOS, and the newest update brings a 
complete overhaul of the app’s design, 
as well as a one-stop shop called the 
“Supply Shop” where you can buy all 


Aviary comes with a full set of photo 
filters. 
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of the filters and effects that Aviary sells. The design features a slightly 
translucent background with minimalistic, white icons throughout 
the app. and it now lets you share your photos directly with Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram and China’s Seina Weibo. 

13. Instagram 

One of the most beloved apps on iOS, Ins- 
tagram received a minor update to bring its 
design more in line with Jony Ive’s philosophy 
of ‘deferring to content’. The new app features 
the now-familiar flattened and translucent 
status bar along with flatted icons on the 
navigation bar along the bottom. Photos now 
occupy the full width of the device, eliminating 
any margins the app previously sported. 
The apps’ icon though, remains strangely 
unchanged, with Instagram having no plans 
to change the icon anytime soon. 

14. Quora 

The Quora app 
for iPhone has 
been redesigned from ground up, removing 
a lot of the chrome and placing a greater 
emphasis on the content. Gone are the tabs that 
filled the lower part of the screen - they’ve been 
replaced by invisible tabs that one can swipe 
between to reveal Top Stories, Open Questions, 

Blogs and Reviews. Tapping the Quora logo on 
top reveals a navigation drawer allowing quick 
access to your Questions, Answers, Drafts and 
Messages. Though the current app is iPhone- 
only, an iPad version seems to be scheduled 
for later this year. 

15. Newsify 

Since Google Reader’s demise, Feedly emerged as the most popular replace- 
ment, even going so far as to clone the Google Reader API to let third 
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Instagram’s navigation icons 
have been flattened for iOS 7 
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party devs create their own apps using 
Feedly’s backend. One such app that 
shines is Newsify, that can sync your 
subscriptions with either Feedly or 
iCloud, and presents the articles in 
either a newspaper-style view or the 
more traditional list view. It offers 
support for offline reading, multiple 
accounts, sharing to other networks like 
Facebook, Twitter, Delicious, Evernote, 
Pocket or Tumblr and Night Mode for 
easier reading. The app went free from 
its previous price of $0.99, so there’s 
no reason this shouldn’t be your feed- 
reader of choice on iOS. 



Newsify's newspaper-like layout is a 
great way to read your feeds 


16. Circa 


Circa’s a news app that delivers only 
the most important sections of each 
story, providing an effective way to 
catch up on what’s happening when 
you have just a few minutes to spare. 
The app focuses on breaking-news 
stories, providing updates as the story 
develops. The stories are formatted 
into neat paragraphs, with successive 
paragraphs hidden from view until you 
choose to view them. It’s quite visually 
appealing with large, beautiful photos, 
but we wish the list of news sources 
was customizable. 

17. Soundwave 
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_ , . Circa presents the latest news stories in 

Soundwave is an app that lets you bite _ s i zedsn j ppetSi 

instantly share what music you’re lis- 
tening to on your iOS device, either through the Music app or through any 
streaming app such as Rdio or Spotify. You can follow your friends or celebri- 
ties to see what they’re listening to, serving up a great way to discover new 
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music that might suit your tastes. You 
can also view your listening history 
to see how your tastes have changed 
over time. The newest iteration of the 
app has been re-written from ground- 
up, using motifs from iOS 7 with new 
icons within the app, motion effects 
and a translucent slide-out drawer 
for navigation. 

18. Digg 

Digg, the service that curates the 
most interesting articles across the 
web, recently added a feed-reader to 
their repertoire, both of which are 
integrated into a single Digg app for 
iPhone and iPad. The new app sup- 
ports two of iOS 7’s new features - 
Dynamic Type that lets you adjust 
the text size universally, as well as 
Background App Refresh that auto- 
matically updates your feeds based 
on how often you read them and at 
what time. A few iOS 7 specific design 
enhancements such as blurred trans- 
parency on the navigation buttons 
and a transparent status bar make 
the app look right at home on iOS 7. 

19. TED 

TED talks are bite-sized talks 
designed to motivate, inspire or edu- 
cate the viewers, and the iOS 7 app 
is a beautiful app that presents you 
with the entire catalog of audio and 
video talks at your fingertips. You can 
download these talks to your device 
and view them offline or use the Air- 



Soundwave Lets you discover new music 
based on what your friends are Listening to. 







Digg curates the best articLes from across 
the web for you 
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Play mirroring feature to watch these talks on your Apple TV. You can use 
the Inspire Me feature that automatically curates a playlist for you depending 
on your mood and time available at hand. 

20. Brewster 

Brewster is a refreshing take on the Contacts app, one that promises to 
never let you fall out-of-touch with your friends. It aggregates contact data 
from your iPhone’s address book, Twitter, Facebook, Gmail, Instagram, 
Foursquare and Linkedln. The app gently reminds you if you haven’t 
communicated with one of your contacts in a while using large, visually 
attractive photos of your friends pulled from social networks. If you’re 
travelling to a new city, it searches for friends living in the city to catch up 
with after work. Brewster aims to replace your address book completely, 
and I daresay they’re doing a good job of achieving their goal. 

21. Delicious 

Delicious is a service that lets you curate and maintain a set of links from 
across the web, tag them and store them for future reference. It also has a 
social aspect to it, allowing you to follow other users and see what links 
they’re sharing. The official iPhone app for iOS 7 got a visual refresh, with 
a cleaner and flatter design, and also features autocompletion for users, tags 
and keywords across all your links. You can also save links from your Twitter 
timeline, making archiving your favourite websites and articles a breeze. CJ 
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DEVELOPING 
FOR IOS 7 

Any new revision of mobile OSes brings 
subtle (or sometimes drastic) changes to 
the way you go about coding for them. 
Here's what you need to know about 
what changed from iOS 6 to 7 

W e already know that iOS 7 is a complete overhaul of iOS 

with major changes in User Interface Design, Sprite Kit for 
2D games and a whole lot of other interesting changes and 
improvements. Thus, there is scope for app developers to 
use the new features of iOS 7 to their advantage and upgrade their apps. iOS 7 
also supports OpenGL ES 3, and add to that advanced multi-tasking, improved 
Game Center , external game controller and a new Sprite Kit, and it’s obvious 
that iOS 7 is loved by Game Developers. 

User Interface Design 

UI re-design is one of the most significant changes that happened to iOS with ver- 
sion 7. Also, the new UI Kit Framework allows dynamic behavior which lets you 
add real-world behaviour such as gravity, push, etc., into your app’s animations. 


Following dynamic behaviors are supported by iOS 7: 
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• UIAttachmentBehavior : This object lets you create a connection between two 
dynamic items that can move simultaneously. You can also tweak the oscilla- 
tion and damping variable to fine-tune the movement. 

• UICollisionBehavior : This object handles collisions of dynamic objects. 

• UIGravityBehavior : This object allows you to define a gravity vector for its 
objects for dynamic objects. 

• UIPushBehavior : This object defines a force vector for your dynamic items. 

• UISnapBehavior: This allows you to snap an object with a pre-defined behavior. 

One you choose the behavior you want, you need to add that behavior to 
an animator object, an instance of UIDynamicAnimator Class. This animator 
object can be given multiple dynamic behaviors as per the developers need. 

Also, iOS 7 introduced a new text kit that allows fine typography and better 
handling of text using columns, paragraphs and multiple font styles. You can 
now edit, show, stylize and store text without writing many lines of code. NSAt- 
tributedString class is tweaked to handle new attributes. You can define the 
region in which a text is laid out by using NSTextContainer Class, while NSLay- 
outManager helps you in generating glyphs and text layouting. 

Multi-tasking 

With iOS 7, you have access to new multi- 
tasking features that let you push app data in 
the background thread and apps can be set to 
awake at certain regular durations periodi- 
cally to fetch details/data. The new APIs intel- 
ligently schedule updates and allows content 
updates only when the device is connected to 
Wi-Fi or a good 3G connection. As developers, 
you get the opportunity to push notifications 
about a new content update if you want. 

The 3 new APIs include: 

• Background Fetch 

• Remote Notifications 

• Background Transfer Service 

Background Fetch 

Imagine you are creating a web-feed app that needs to be updated with content 
from the web periodically and the user needs to be shown updated content 



Multi-tasking on iOS 7 with push 
notifications 
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every time he starts the app. Prior to iOS 7 release, developers could fetch the 
updated data only when the user launches the app and the user needs to wait 
before the update finishes. 

With iOS 7, you can simply use the background fetch API to update the 
app in the background thread without the need of the user to launch the app. 
iOS 7 wakes up your app, updates it in the background without notifying the 
user after checking for wi-fi/3G connection and once the update finishes, iOS 
7 terminates the app automatically. That way, your users get access to updated 
content when they launch the app. 

The intervals at which this update process should happen can be predefined 
by you as a developer or it can be taken care of by the OS itself. If you are setting 
this interval, Apple has certain guidelines to ensure that users don’t drain off 
their batteries and has limited the number of times you can fetch data. If you 
leave it to the OS to keep track of the update interval, it will schedule updates 
intelligently by gradually learning user behaviour and updates the content. 

To enable background fetch in your app, you have to go to your .plist file 
and enter “fetch” value to the key “Required Background Modes”. By default 
the update interval is set to the value of “UIApplicationBackgroundFetchln- 
tervalNever” which means that the fetch will never happen. You can set this 
value by adding the following line in your applicatiomdidFinishLaunchingW 
ithOptions: method: 

[application setMinimumBackgroundFetchInterval:UIApplicationBackgroundFetch 
IntervalMinimum] ; 

You can also set custom interval using NSTimelnterval. The last step is 
to adding what has to be done when a fetch happens inside the new delegate 
method. applicatiomperformFetchWithCompletionHandler: 

Background Transfer Service 

Prior to iOS 7 , it was difficult to transfer big chunks of data due to the way iOS 
used to manage the data that had been transferred and the need for the app to 
be in foreground mode while data was being transferred. With iOS 7, whether 
the app is in background or foreground, the transfer can be done and the data 
that is transferred is managed by the system itself. This service used the newly 
introduced class called NSURLSession which facilitates network related pro- 
cesses in the background. 

Remote Notifications 

Notifications can essential for apps especially games to inform users about 
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new content or asking them to come and play again. Prior to iOS 7, when you 
were shown a push notification, you had to wait for the download to happen. 
With remote notifications, it is possible to silently push a notification without 
prompting the user first. Thus, when a remote notification is initiated, it wakes 
up your app, downloads the new content and then initiates a local notification to 
the user about the new content. When the user launches the app after receiving 
the notification, the content is already downloaded for the user, and no waiting 
is required! 

Thus, by using a combination of the new multi-tasking APIs of iOS 7, you 
(developers) can significantly improve a user’s experience. 

Sprite Kit 

One of the most interesting development in iOS 7 for game developers is addition 
of the Sprite Kit. Sprite Kit comes with its own rendering engine, action system, 
animation system , physics etc for 2D and 2.5 D games. Sprite Kit also comes with 
an inbuilt particle system that is used in games for generating particle effects. 
With Sprite Kit the rendering and animation happens inside a SKView. All 
your game objects are SKNodes and they each have a respective Shape Nodes 
for physics shape and Emitter Nodes for particle effects. 

For particle effects, you get the inbuilt WYSIWYG Editor inside your Xcode 
so that you can quickly make particle effects without having to use any external 
tools. The action system of the sprite kit is based on a similar idea as of one of 
the most popular open source game-engines Cocos2D. You can run actions on 
your sprites using SKAction Class. The other cool thing about Sprite Kit is that 
it allows you to handle videos as sprites.Sprite Kit also provides advanced node 
Searches that help you write complex queries on nodes. 

One of the major drawbacks of using Sprite Kit is the inability to write custom 
shaders, which your app or game might need. Also, using Sprite Kit saves you a 
lot of time on iOS, but porting your app to Android later will be a painful experi- 
ence. Also, when it comes to predicted physics, Sprite Kit is not the ideal choice. 

Sprite Kit is good for developers who are just starting out and are building 
farily simple apps that don’t need custom shaders, and you’re developing exclu- 
sively for iOS. We’d recommend Unity or Cocos2d-X as better choices for cross- 
platform coding. If you’re looking to only code for iOS, but need custom shaders 
for your app/game, try Cocos2D. 

Game Controller 

Game Controller Framework is a framework added to iOS 7 that allows you 
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as a developer to allow hardware 
controllers for your app. You can 
configure hardware controller for 
you app and if the hardware is con- 
nected wirelessly or physically to 
the users iOS device, you can can 
take controller inputs. The only 
guideline that Apple provides is 
that your game should be playable 
without the controllers also, thus 
making controllers optional. 

Multi-peer Connectivity and Airdrop 

iOS 7 comes with ability to allow multi-peer connectivity meaning devices nearby 
each other can be connected and can communicate without the need of internet 
connectivity. Developers can use this framework to share data and services 
among nearby devices seamlessly. Using Airdrop, your apps can share docs, 
pictures etc with multiple devices that are nearby. You need to add an activity 
sheet and peer-to-peer sharing is taken care by Airdrop without requiring any 
complex network config. 

Maps 

As a developer, you can now take advantage of Apple Maps by integrating them 
into your apps for navigation. Apple maps have significantly improved since the 
last release and have an added night mode that automatically turns on once the 
sun sets. As a developer, you get access to direction API using which you can 
enable your users to get directions to their destination. You also have greater 
control on the overlays by having the ability to stack layers in desired manner 
and ability to replace parts of a map if needed. 

64-bit Support 

With iOS 7 , you can compile your apps for 64 -bit run-time. All the frameworks 
support both 32-bit and 64-bit run-time and your apps may run faster with 
64 -bit run-time as it has extra resources available. 

JavascriptCore Framework 

iOS developers generally don’t use javascript much, and until iOS 7 there were 
limited ways in which an iOS app could interact with Javascript. With newly 



The Sprite Kit and how it works 
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Adding in game controller code to iOS allows hardware controllers to be used 

introduced JavascriptCore framework, developers can access complete Javascript 
runtime from the native objective C. They can check the syntaxes, execute scripts 
and can even share certain objective C objects with Javascript. 

Improved Xcode : Xcode 5 

The new Xcode 5 that came with iOS 7 has significant improvements in UI. 
They have made the toolbar smaller thus giving more workspace. Its easier to 
add test targets by using the new test navigator. You can also see energy usage, 
CPU usage, Real-Time Memory in the debugger view. Xcode 5 comes with Auto 
Layout which lets you create interfaces that auto adjust themselves to devices, 
orientation, localisation , resolution etc. It also has better source control by 
adding a Source Control option in the top menu. 

Inter-App Audio 

With iOS 7 the AudioUnit Framework supports Inter-App audio which allows 
you to share and record audio from other apps. It allows you to use the audio 
output of one app as an input to another audio app. 

Game Center 

Similar to the overall design overhaul of iOS 7, Game Center is also re-designed. 
With new Game Center, players can have better interactivity using chat feature 
as well as they can play taking turns and can have trading tactics, negotiations 
and a lot more. Apple also increased the count of players on leaderboards from 
25 to 100. □ 
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